THE FORBES LIBRARY 
NORTHAMPTON MA 
01060 


March 8th Rally Marks 


Internationa 


One hundred women walked the short 
route of the International Women's Day 
march in Northampton. Women carried 
signs and banners, pushed strollers filled 
with well-bundled babies, and held hands 
as {bey moved briskly down the main 
street, March 8. 


“We all work, but there aren't enough 
jobs” was the message conveyed by 
gathering at the Division of Employment 
Security office. The demonstrators joined 
in singing “Still Ain't Satisfied.” 

Despite the 24-degree temperature and 
the gusty wind, the event brought together 


women of all ages. Many of the mothers - 


who marched brought their young sons 
along with their daughters. At least one 
family was represented by 
generations. 


three 


Vhe commemoration of International 
Women's Day has been marked in other 
years by events in Northampton and week- 
long activities at the University of Mass. in 
Amherst They remember the 1857 date 
when women garment workers protested 
working conditions with a march in New 
York's Lower East Side. In 1880 working 
women again filled the East Side streets 
repeating the earlier demands for shorter 
work hours and higher pay. They added 
demands for suffrage and legislation 
against child labor, as well as a call for 


March 8 to be proclaimed National 
Women’s Day. 

To honor the working women itn tne 
United States, the International Socialist 
Conference held in Denmark in. f910- 
declared March 8, International Women's 
Day. This years march and rally echoed 
demonstrations in other cities aod 
countries demanding peace, reproductive 
tights, adequate health and child care, 


Leslie Frazer Marv Albert and Ann Wassell speaking at the 
international Women’s Day Rally held March 8 in Northampton. 


Womens Day 


Photo by §&. Ogden 
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along with the right to live as women 
choose rather than as convention or laws 
prescribe. 

Marchers paused atthe corner of Center 
Street near the Army Recruiting station 
and the row of city banks. Singing and 
chanting, the women protested the 
threatened U.S. intervention in El Salva- 
dor. Using bullharns, spokeswomen noted 
the involvement of finance with the mili- 


- 


tary, bolstering racist governments like the 
one in South Africa, and promoting “guns” 
over “butter.” 

“We march in solidarity with our sisters 
fighting repressive regimes in Latin 
America, South Africa and Ireland, to name 
a few. We march that our sons and 
daughters not be called to war. We call for 
an end to violence against women,” Ann 
Wassell, Mary Albert and Leslie Fraser said 
during the short rally at City Hall. They 
each read portions of the statement 
written with the other organizers, Valley 
Women United - a group of Jocal women. 

yne three spokeswomen noted that 
“celebration” of International Women's 
Day is a misnomer. ‘' For the past fifty years 
women have made great strides in 
acquiring our basic rights. Within the last 
year, one by one, theyre being whittled 
away. The ERA, for example, control of our 
bocies, ihe Human Life Amendment, and 
the dispicable fact the in 1982 women in 
the United States earn 59 cents to each 
dollar the average man earns.” 

Yet recognition of March 8 has Nnis- 
torically bean a marker of women’s 
Strength in solidarity. In their statement, 
Valley Women United reiterated the im- 
portance of that support. “We march to re- 
experience our bond of sisterhood. with 
one another here in Northampton’ and 
throughout the world, Our common bonds 
as women and as workers bring us unity. 


Dr. Helen Caldicott on Nuclear Madness 


Helen Caldicott Photo by Shaefer. 


| By Gini Irvine 


A vaporized humtan being leaves only a 
shadow on a bridge. A human back is 
turned toward the camera to reveal a 
charcoal design, the result of intense heat 
burning clothing into skin. Skeletons with 
all flesh burned off are lying in piles on the 
ground, People are shown with their skin 
slipping off to human touch as a result of 
acute radiation sickness, These black and 
white images were recorded in 1945 
directly after the U.S. bombing of Hiro- 


| shima and Nagasaki with- atomic bombs 


named “Big Boy’ and “Fat Man.” Fhese 
films were kept secret for twenty years. 

On Wednesday Februsry' 17, a filled 
auditorium at Mt Holyoke College was 
stunned into silence by this film. As it 
ended a young woman near me said 
angrily, “We did that!” 

After the film, Gr. Helen Caldicott, pre- 


| sident of Physicians for Socia) Responsi- 


bility, began her lecture on “The Medical 
Consequences of Nuclear War.” “1 guess 
you are feeling pretty awtul.” The “awful” 


| was drawn out in. an Australian accent. “Let 
| me make you feel more awful and then I'm 


going to tell you what you can do about it.” 
What followed was an _ educationai 
lecture that was both olectrifying and 


horrifying. It began with the HiStory of 
nuclear bombs, the “cold war’ and an 
update of current world political tensions. 
This was followed by a_ pathetically 


‘comical description of civil defense plans 


including crisis relocation. 

What will nuclear war mean? Dr. 
Caldicott gave a specific description of the 
results of a 60 megaton bomb exploding 
over Boston. It included: a crater 3/4 mile 
wide and 800 feet deep at ground zero; 
vaporization of human beings and com- 
plete leveling within 6 miles; every person 
killed within 20 miles; spontaneous 
combustion of clothing within 40 miles; 
human beings sucked out of buildings at 
100 miles per hour and a 3,000 square 
mile firestorm. 

The film released a long forgotten part of 
my childhood. |! remembered reading John 
Hersey’ s Hiroshima when | was in Jr. High, 
and taking part in a community mock civil 
defense exercise. | remembered waking up 
in the middle of the night atthe sound of an 
airplane. | would look out my bedroom 
window toward the naval base just two 
miles away and wait for the giant fireball. 

The pictures from my childhood were 
similar to the ones Caldicott used from the 

turn te page 18 
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NEWSBRIEFS 


WOMYN’S BRAILLE 
PRESS 


Six blind womyn have formed a non- 
profit, tax-exempt corporation entitled 
Womyn's Braille Press, Inc. (WBP). Some 
of them are lesbians, all are feminists and 
live in Minneapolis, Minnesota. They have 

purchased a tape duplicator and have 
access to some excellent braille 
transcribers, and to a thermoform machine 
(which makes it possible to duplicate 
Braille). _ 

When alist of 7,000 feminist titles from 
a large womyn’'s bookstore in New York 
City was checked against a list of titles 
offered by the National Library Service for 
the Blind and Physically Handicapped it 
was found that there were only a few 
hundred titles available in braille or re- 
corded format which were feminist or 
lesbian in their orientation. There were no 
faminist or lesbian periodicals available on 
an ongoing basis with the exception of Ms. 
Magazine before WBP began. 

Since December of 1980, Womyn's 
Braille Press has produced a quarterly 

newsletter in braille, print and on 
cassette. This newsletter will be used to 
keep subscribers up-to-date on services 
available through the collective and to 
disseminate other information. They now 
offer Sinister Wisdom, Off Our Backs, 
Feminary, and Ladyslipper Catalog of 
Women’s Music on cassette. A biblio- 
graphy of the feminist and lesbian litera- 
ture currently available from Library of 
Congress National Library Service for the 
Blind and Physically Handicapped, and 
from Recordings for the Blind, the two 


Major sources through which blind people 
get their reading material are now 


available on cassette. WBP also has eight 
pamphlets available on cassette regarding 
health issues produced by the National 
Women’s Health Network, which cover. 
DES, Menopause, Reproduction, Birth 
Control, Breast Cancer, Abortion, Hyster- 
ectomy, and Self Halp. 

The Womyt’'s Braille Press will attempt 
to keep track of feminist and lesbian 
literature recorded or brailled through 
other sources in order to inform sub- 
scribers of its availability. They will also, 
whenever possible, help blind womyn in 
theirown communities to get in touch with 
resources, to obtain information about self 
defense, rape prevention or rape aftermath 
issues, incest issues, health issues, etc. 

There are three ways to help the 
Womyn's Braille Press. Thay need volun 
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COLLECTIVE: Kathleen Moran, Toby Schermerhorn, Patty Mc- 


Gill, Cathy Collins, Carey Caccavo, Dale LaBonte, Joyce Mor- 
rison, Iris Young, Jackie Sperry, Cathy Thatcher, Katie Hogan. 


PRODUCTION: Kathleen Moran, Patty McGill, Date LaBonte, 
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OP 
CAIES 


The New Alexandria Lesbian Library offers a variety of lesbian 
reading material. For information contact Bet at 584-7676. 


tears who have access to good recording 


equipment to read material, and they need 
money to make their project work. If you 
‘don't have the time to volunteer or the 
money to contribute, you can help by 
telling friends about the project. This wilf 
bring them more volunteers, money or 
subscribers for their services. If you want 
to volunteer, or need more information, 
contact Mary Hartle: Womyn's Braille 
Press, Inc., P.O. Box 8475, Minneapolis, 
MN. 55408. 


ANTI-ABORTION BILL 
APPROVED BY 
COMMITTEE 


After a year of impatiently sharpening 
pencils, Senate conservatives have begun 
to check off items of their’ social agenda.” 
Early this month, the Senate approved 
legislation limiting busing for school 
integration and the authority of Federal 
courts of the issue. Last week, by a vote of 
10 to 7, the Senate Judiciary Committee 
became the first full Congressional panel 
to endorse an anti-abortion constitutional 
amendment. 

The measure, sponsored by Senator 
Orrin G. Hatch, Republican of Utah, seeks 
to overturn the 1973 Supreme Court 
decision upholding a woman's right to 
abortion by giving Congress and states 
“concurrent power to restrict and prohibit 
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abortion.” State laws on abortion more 
restrictive than the Federal law would be 
binding. 


Several senators on the panel favored 
leaving out the minimum federal standard; 
others voted for the bill principally to shift 


debate to the floor, where the panoply. of 


anti-abortion options includes a measure, 


such as that sponsored by Senator Jesse 
Helms, Republican of North Carolina, that 


would define life as beginning at con- 
ception. (That will probably make for two 
heated floor debates soon. Last week, 
House Speaker Tip O'Neill Jr, Democrat of 
Massachusetts, said that the anti-busing 
legislation would not be bottled up, and 
four Congressmen introduced a resolution 
designed to force a House vote on it) 
Senator Hatch said that this proposal, 
which would have to be approved by two- 
thirds of each house and three-fourths of 


State legislatures to be ratified, was a 


compromise between “the two extremes 


dominating the debate.” Opponents, 
however, saw nothing moderate about it. 


“We see this as part of a broader agenda of 


repression by extremists,” said Faye 
Wattleton, president of the Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America, “by 
those who are attempting to define 
morality and to enact laws that reflect their 
narrow interpretation of what is moral,” 


-N.Y. Times 


Our type style is different this 
month because the regular style was 
missing when we began typesetting. 
We found the missing type two days 
later, one hour before the typeset- 
ting machine broke down. This ma- 
chine is used by 150 other UMass 
organizations and, over the years, 
has become adept at breaking down 
at the worst possible moment. We 
could settle this problem by using 
a type writer, like many 
women’s newspapers. But then 
our columns would be ragged 
like this, instead of 
“justified.” Also we would be 
limited to one typeface instead 


LIKE DOCTOR, LIKE 
PATIENT 


More and more women are going into 
delivery rooms as the doctor instead of the 
mother-to- be. 

This year, in fact, women accounted for 
a record 37 percent of first-year residents 
in gynecology and obstetrics in the U.S. 
One authority on the field predicts, if this 
trend continues, women will represent one 
of five such specialists by the early 1990's, 

At the same time, patients are 
increasingly asking specifically for female 
doctors, says the New York Times. 
Explains one woman specialist ,“'l 
think we can offer more empathy and 
understanding because we experience the 
same things as our patients.” 
‘ --Her Say 


HISTORY FOR ALL 


The United States celebrated its first 
official “Women’s History Week’ March 8 
- 15. 

This week was marked by parades, 
displays in Washington offices, and 
special lessons in schoolrooms through- 
out the nation. 

Sonoma County, California, has actually 
observed Women's History Week with a 
parade of its own since 1978. Then in 
1981, two years of lobbying -- largely by 
the National Women’s History Project in 
Sonoma County and the Congressional 
Union in New York-- resulted in House and 
Senate recognition of the week. 

Molly McGregor, of the History Projact, 
says 70 percent of the state legislatures 
have since passed their own resolutions 
acknowledging the week. 

--Her Say 


DIRECTORY OF 
WOMEN'S MEDIA 


The Womer‘a Institue for Freedom of 
the Press (WIFP), founded in 1972, is a 
non-profit, tax exempt research and 
publishing organization which works to 
expand and restructure media so that it is 
accessible to a/f people, not just the 
wealthy. WIFP published the annual 
Index/Directory of Women's Media ir. 
1975 to provide a network of national and 
international women’s pyriodicals, 
presses, publishers, bookstores, music 
and film groups and women in art/gra- 
phics/theater. The /ndex includes women 
in radio, TV, video, cable, women’s 
columns, news services, distributors, 
speakers bureaus, and special library ~> 


he 


- of having the freedom to choose 


from a dozen different styles. 


But we take a huge risk by de 
pending on this undependable, can- 
tankerous machine because if we 
miss our monthly date with the 
printer we have to wait a week! 
Should we sacrifice our appearance 
in order to ensure that we meet our 
deadlines?’ What do you think? 

This is one of the questions we will 
be asking ourselves as we reorganize 
the Voice and become a (hopefully) 
profit-making business. If you have 
any thoughts about the paper -- 
especially on how we can make it 
truly rdlective of our diverse wo- 
mens community -- call us up or 


write. 


Our collective spirits are high this 
month becausé of the warm weather 
and the imput of the wonderful 
women who have joined us in the 
last few months. See you in May! 
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is still exported to other countries by 
manufacturers in the U.S. Estimates are 
that 500,000 women world-wide are still 


using the Dalkon Shield. 
-Valley Advocate 


JUDGE SAYS INCEST 
VICTIMS ENJOY THE 
SEXUAL ACTIVITIES 


Family court judge Robert G. Crouchley of 
Providence, Rhode Island, drew renewed 
anger from women's groups and coe 
after he refused to apologize for or retrac 
his remark that some incest victims might 
“really enjoy it” Instead he called a a 
conference to relate cases in w a 
children have falsely accused their paren 
Lh gerne began after Crouchley 
was quoted last month in the lela ge 
Journal Bulletin as saying: “How many © 
these girls really enjoy it? You know, | have 
ases all the time, and | never hear 
et hurt or 


collections on women. Hundreds of 
individual media-concerned women are 
listed with addresses, phone numbers, 
contact people, and descriptions. 

The 1982 edition of The Index/ Directory 
of Women's Media includes a five year 
(1977 to 1981) index to Media Report on 
Women--Whet Women are Thinking and 
Doing to Change the Communications 
Media. \tis an annotated index of women’s 
media activities and research which pro- 
vides a history of the women's media 
movement Women's ideas and actions to 
change the world's communications 
systems are recorded, The/ndex/ Directory 
is published to increase communication 
among women nationally and internationally. 

To order a copy of the/ndex/Directory of 
Women's Media send $8 to WIFP, 3306 
Ross Place, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20008 
(202) 966-7783. 


these c 
the girls complain until they g 


something.” 

Peggy Langhammer, speaking for the 
coalition of Concerned Citizens and for the 
Rape Crisis Center said that the Coalition 
plans to go to the Superior Court Bench to 
seek disciplinary action against the judge. 
She said that she had no specific punish- 
ment in mind and stated that women’s 
groups would like to help educate judges 
and other public officials about the trauma 
of sexual abuse of children. 

Crouchley called himself a” champion of 
children’s rights," adding that he is well 
aware of incest and its effects. 

-Daily Hampshire Gazette 


MORE WOMEN SELF- 
EMPLOYED 


The American woman is discovering her 
place at the top. 

That's the word from the women’s 
business enterprise division of the Small 
Business Administration. The S$.B.A 
reports the percentage of women who 
have become self-employed is rising at 


THIRD WORLD WOMEN’S 
ARCHIVES 


A Third World Women’s Archives has 
been created to further the development of 
a network of information and support for 
Third World Women in the U.S. and 
abroad. The principle goal of the archives 
is to collect, preserve, and circulate multi- 
lingual material about, by, and for third 
world women and other concerned indi- 
viduals and groups. These materials will 
include: personal papers, letters and 
diaries, photographs, tapes, films, pootry, 
fiction, articles, books, journals, news- 
papers, flyers and posters, artwork, sheet 
music, records and any other documents 


which will enable us to piece together our 
Wistories. 


As a non-profit organization, the 
archives also expects to sponsor educa- 
tional projects and programs of interest to 
the community such as film series, lectures 
and workshops. We invite all women and 
anti-sexist men to help make the archives a 
viable resource. You can assist us by 
‘donating or lending materials for our 
collection and contributing your time, 


Betty Carter at the Fine Arts Center Concert Hall Wed., March 10. 


facility near the Quaboag River in Warren, 
ITs incinerator and landfill facility require 
a major railroad, an interstate highway and 
a river, (In fact, the Connecticut River 
would be better suited than the Quaboag 
to meet ITs water diet of eight million 
gallons of water per day. 

The people of STOP IT, the Quaboag 
Valley grass roots coalition fighting iTs 
Proposal, are not NIMBYs. They would not 


activity that would restrict access to 
abortion. ‘ 

Isis would also like to begin a door-to- 
door petition drive and a concentrated 
effort to blitz the media with constant 
information regarding the Amendment. 
These projects, however, require more 
woman power than Isis can currently pro- 
vide. Ms. Demner urges all women con- 


money, equipment, or supplies. 

For more information please contact us 
in New Haven, Conn., by calling (203) 773- 
9298 between 4 and 6 pm. Checks 
payable to: Third World Women’s Educa- 
tional Resources. 


WORKING AGAINST 
HATCH 


It is unknown at this time when the 
Hatch Amendment will reach the floor, but 
local women are wasting no time in 
organizing to fight this latest threat to 
reproductive freedom. 

Isis, acommunity- based women’s group 
for reproductive rights, plans on focusing 
its energy on keeping the public constantly 
aware of the amendments status, and on 
deluging Congress‘with letters and calls 
voicing opposition to the amendment. 

Alice Demner, a spokeswoman for Isis, 
outlined several strategies the group is 
considering, If it proves affordable, the 
group will rent a billboard on Route 9 to 
publicize the issue. They will also be 
initiating a chain letter that will ask its 
recipients to write letters to Congress and 
then involve their friends and neighbors in 
the chain. Isis will be at work on the Iccal 
campuses as well, asking that syrnpathetic 
‘staff and faculty make their voices heard by 
circulating letters of opposition through- 
Out their departments and eventually to 
Congress. Also in the works is a public 
forum on the amendments status and a 


leaflet outling the pending state legislative 


cerned with this issue to get involved as 
soon as possible. Isis meets the first 
Thursday of every month at 7:00 at the 
Bangs Community Center, The group can 
also. be contacted through the 
Everywoman’s Center At UMass. 

by Nancy Goldberg 


NAGLE NOT A NIMBY 


Natural Resources Committee (NRC) 
held hearings on hazardous waste bills 
concerning the controversial Massachu- 
setts hazardous waste facility siting Jaw. 
Northampton state representative, Wil 
liam P. Nagle voiced his opposition to a 
five year moratorium bill on construction of 
hazardous waste disposal facilities. Sen- 
ator Robert Wetmore, co-sponsor of the 
moratorium, pointed out that EPA reg- 
ulations governing such facilities will not 
be complete for several years. EPA ad- 
ministrator Anne Gorsuch has been ac- 
tively dismantling the interim regulations. 
State regulations have not been enacted 


yet. Therefore any hazardous waste dis- ' 


posal facility now sited would be loosely 
regulated. 

Representative Nagle, house chair of 
the NRC, was asked by Groveland select- 
woman Kathleen Lenz if he knew what a 
NIMBY was. Lenz, whose town’s water 
supply is threatened by a proposed hazar- 
dous waste facility in Haverhill told him 
that a NIMBY is a Not In My Backyard 
person. Nagle said he was definitely not a 
NIMBY. He said that if a hazardous waste 
disposal facility were proposed for his 
town he would support it. 

N'ton, Nagle’s back yard, meets the 
three requirements of the Industrial Tank 
Corporation (IT) which has proposed to 
build the world’s largest hazardous waste 


be relieved to have Mr. Nagle offer his 
town to IT. Despite the fact that IT an- 
nounced a temporary suspension of its 
regional treatment facility Proposal in War- 
ren pending an EPA clarification of regula- 
tions, STOP IT continues to actively work 
for the safe disposal of hazardous waste 
and for a hazardous waste siting law that 
will not turn our state into Toxichusetts, 
the major hazardous waste treatment cen- 
ter for the Eastern United States, 
Gini Irvine 
DALKON LEGACY 
A Hampshire County woman has won 
$150,000 in an out-of-court settlement 
from the AH. Robbins Company, the 
manufacturer of the Dalkan Shield intra- 


uterine device. The files of the case were 
impounded because malpractice suits are 


still pending against two doctors and a 
hospital, so the name of the 28-year-old 
woman is not available. Her attorney, Tom 
Lessor, asserted that she became sterile in 
1978 as as result of the Dalkan Shield. 
“The settlement indicates a recognition 
by Robbins of the inadequacies of their 
product, which has harmed hundreds of 
thousands of women,” said Lessor. Based 
on other verdicts and settlements across 
the country in 3,200 cases, the Dalkon 
Shield has cost the company 69 million 
dollars; 1,500 cases are still pending. 
“We are pleased at the settlement,” said 
Lessor, “but no amount of money could 
redress the injuries she has suffered.” 
The Dalkon Shield, introduced in the 
1960's, was implicated in the deaths of 17 
women, according to the federal Food and 
Drug Administration, and has caused the 
sterility of countless others. Yet the device 


five times the rate for men. 


Sally Douglass, of the National Federa- 
tion of Independent Businesses, says 
women are eager to run their own ventures 
because many “view their own businesses 
as “power over their own destinies.” 


--Hersay 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
DEPO-PROVERA 


This spring when the Food and Drug 
Administration holds its Board of Inquiry 
hearing on the drug Depo-provera, the 
National Women’s Health Network will 
present testimony by leading scientist and 
cancer experts to counter the claims of the 
manufacturer, Upjohn Company, that the 
drug is safe. 

Depo-provera, a synthetic hormone 
(methoxyprogesterone acetate), is a con- 
traceptive injection which lasts approx- 
imately three months. Controversy has 
surrounded its use because of the drug's 
link to breast and uterine cancer in animals 
and cervical cancer in humans. Also in 
question are Depo-provera’s side effects 
which include temporary and permanent 
infertility, acute depression, and what is 
known in medicine as “menstrual chaos.” 
Synthetic hormones of this type have been 
linked to birth defects. Longterm develop- 
mental effects on the nursing infant are 
unkown. 

In 1978 the FDA refused to approve 
Depo-provera for use as a contraceptive 
because it caused breast and uterine can- 
cers in laboratory animals. Under Reagan 
Administration however, the FDA may ex- 
ercise a pro-industry bias and reverse its 
decision. 
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NEVER ANOTHER 
BATTERED WOMAN 


“Never Another Battered Woman’ Week 
(March 8-14) offered a myriad of events 
designed to educate the community and 
increase awareness of the plight of 
battered women. 

The lIccal activities, coordinated by 
Necessities/Necessedades, a women's 
shelter in Northampton, included involve- 
ament in some of the week-long events at 
UMass. in celebration of International 
Women's Week. The group participated in 
the women’s resource night and inter- 
national panel. They helped sponsor a 


workshop titled “Violence Against 
Women: Expressions’ which featured 
dramatic poetry readings by Valerie 


Stephens of the theater group New Africa 
Co. and a performance by the Chrysalis 
Theater Eclectic focusing on child abuse. 

Five Western Massachusetts shelters 

gathered at midweek for a press con- 
ference to announce their sponsorship of a 
counselor training program for men 
wishing to become involved in EMERGE, 
an organization that works with men who 
batter. The five shelters were Necessi- 
ties/Necesedades in Northampton, 
NELCWIT in Greenfield, Hejira in West- 
field, HERA in Springfield and Woman- 
shelter-Companeras in Holyoke. 

Other events included a Northampton 
cable T.V. program devoted to the subject 
of battered women, a showing of the 
movie “We Will Not Be Beaten” at Bangs 
Community Center in Amherst, and a 
workshop titled “Helping the Survivor 
Help Herself.” Displays in local bookstores 

and libraries also focused attention on the 
week's theme. 

Spokeswomen Dierdre McLaughlin and 
Geraldine Dorman reported that 
attendance varied from event to event, but 
that overall they were satisfied with the 
turnout. They also mentioned that support 


Jean MacRae (lefy of the Mass. Coalition of Battered Women's Service Groups and Joe Morse 
frighd of Emerge, 9 man's counseling center for men who batter, affix a bumper sticker to 


comemorate “Never Another Battered Woman Week". 


of the shelter is welcome in any form and 
that t-shirts and buttons bearing the 
Necessities/ Necesedades logo are on sale 
at this time. 


NATIVE AMERICAN 
HEALTH STUDY 
RELEASED 


Indian women receive the least prenatal 
care of any ethnic group in the United 
States, according to a study just released 
by the California Urban Indian Health 
Council. The study also reports other 
health problems among the Indian pop- 
ulation including high rates of infant mor- 
tality and diabetes. 

The “California Indian Maternal and 
Child Health Plan’ is the culmination of a 
three-year study commissioned by the 
California Department of Health Services 
to assess maternal and child needs among 
Indians. The plan traces the history of 
Indian health, documents the substandard 
health care currently available, identifies 
sic high priority areas, and makes specific 


Wome 


Marsha Kabokov photo, 


recommendations for improvement. 

While the plan addresses indian health 
care in California, it is useful to other 
Native Americans and health activists con- 
cerned with these problems. The plan is 
available for $7.50 from: California Urban 
Indian Health Council, 1615 Broadway, 
Suite 210, Oakland, CA 94612. 


DISTRICT 925’s FIRST 
ORGANIZING WIN 


District 925 of the Service Employees 
International Union, the unit set up last 
year especially to organize clerical 
workers, has won its first representation 
election. By a 49-40 vote, clericals at 


Equitable Life Assurance Societys Syra- 
cuse, N.Y., office voted the union in last 


month. 

The union had to battle a high-powered 
pressure campaign brought in by an anti- 
union consulting firm. None of Equitable’s 
22,000 employees nationwide are union- 


ized, as the industry has made every effort 
to keep unions out. 

The Equitable win will be a “big shot in 
the arm" to District 925’s drive among 
1100 clericals at Syracuse University, the 
largest currently underway. Organizer 
Cheryl Shaeffer says the union has two 
other drives going on in the Cleveland 
area. 

-The Guardian 


RABBINICAL 
REVOLUTION 


A female rabbi prédicts the ordination of 
women will strengthen and revolutionize 
judaism. 

Rabbi Laura Geler says the presence of 
women clergy disrupts the rabbis image 
as someone separate from and superior to 
the congregation. 

Geller says a woman is regarded as “just 
a woman, and if a woman can do it, anyone 


Geller says when that attitude combines 
with the presence of female clergy, people 
will stop looking at the rabbi as the only 
person who can lead them, and will start 
taking more responsibility for their 
religion. 

--Her Say 


UNDER PRESSURE 


A new book is claiming, yes, women do 
handle stress batter than men. 

Larry Furst and Donald Morse write that 
women may deal with stress more easily 
partly because their menstrual cycles give 
them plenty of experience with the prob- 
lem. The authors of Women Under Stress 
say the fact that women are not dis- 


couraged from crying also halos them cona 
when they re under stress. 


As to why women feel stress, the 
authors pick two reasons in particular the 
“superwoman syndrome” of compulsive 
over-achieving, and dependency on men. 

--Her Say 


This is the first in a series of regular 
columns in which we will report on local, 
statewide, and national legal issues of 
interest to women. We will be writing 
about recent court decisions, and some 
months we will explore specific topics in 
greater depth, such as women in prison or 
the impact of the law on women’s health 
issues, 

The Northampton Law Collective is 
staffed by five women. We are a general 
practice which handles a variety of 
concerns including consumer, housing, 
family, administrative and business law. 
We are committed to the collective 
process as our organizational model and 
make decisions by consensus. Our inten- 
tion is to create a general practice of law 
that can accomadate and reflect a political 
consciousness, both inside the office and 
in relation to our clients. 

If you have any comments, questions, or 
suggestions about future topics, contact 
the Northampton Law Collective office at 
160 Main Street, Northampton, or call 
586-2904. 


Recent Decision Against Lesbian 
Mothers 

Cases in two State Suprem3 Courts 
resulted in children being taken away from 
their mothers because of their open 
lesbian relationships. 

In the North Dakota case (Jacobson v. 
Jacobson 12/30/81), the court stated that 
it was not concerned about the children 
suffering society's disapproval _of 
lesbianism on the likelihood that children of 
lesbians would become homosexual. The 
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court determined, however, that ‘Despite 
the fact that the relationship between 
Sandra and Sue is a positive one, it is a 
relationship which, under that existing 
state of the law, never can be a legal 
relationship." Therefore, it was decided 
that it was in the best interests of the 
children to be placed with their father. 

The case in Oklahoma(M.J.P. ¥. J.G.P.) 
resulted in the same finding for very 
different reasons. The parents were 
divorced in 1978, and several months later 
the mother and her 22-year-old son moved 
in with another lesbian and her 12 year old 
son. The women were openly affectionate 


“Women in Law’ group at a monthly dinner/meating Cathy Collins photo 
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with each other and taught the children 
that there was nothing immoral! about their 
relationship. 

The most influential testimony in the 
case tame from Dr, Betsy Walloch, a child 
and adolescent psychiatrist who had 
obsetved J. (the then 6 year old son) and 
his parents. She stated that the boy might 
encounter problems when he reaches 
early adolescence and is very much aware 
of the conflict between his mothers 
lifestyle and the prevailing morals of 
society. J. would be put in a position of 


having to defend his mothers homosex- 


uality, which would get him into some 
. | . ‘ ot ‘ 


difficulty with his peers and others. 
Ultimately, J. will have to make a choice 
between his mother and society, and 
somehow reconcile it within himself, 
which could be traumatic for him. 

The State Supreme Court found this 
“avidence of sufficient quality’ to support 
the trial judge’s decision to change 
custody to the father. 

Whats critical about these cases is that 
it is the societal oppression of lesbians 
which is the cause of the custody changes, 
and not the behavior of tha women 
involved. The decisions are dangerous 
because they imply that it is never 
appropriate for a child to live with a lesbian 
mother who is comfortable with or open 
about her lesbian relationship, regardless, 
of the individual circumstances, either 
because the relationship is, by its nature, 
an illegal one, or because any child of a 
lesbian might find herself in conflict with 
the morals of society. It was a victory for 
lesbian mothers and children when courts 
began to base decisions on the totality of 
the circumstances rather than routinely 
removing children from any lesbian mother 
because of her lesbianism. These recent 

decisions are steps backwards, and we will 
be monitoring upcoming judgements in 
similar cases. 
Compiled by Karen Brandow for the 
Northampton Law Collective: 
Bertha Josephson 
Susan Ritter 
Nancy Shilepsky 
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Dear VWV, 


| found Sarah Van Arsdale’s review of 
“Soldier Girls’ offensive and ignorant of 
the realities implicit in the experiences of 
military women. Obviously Van Arsdale 
was reviewing a particular movie: how- 
ever, had she bothered to investigate the 
subject matter she may have brought more 
insight than assumptions to her article. 

| agree that the privates showed a great 
deal of rebellious spirit. Military basic 
training is designed to create a cohesive 
solidarity among large groups of indivi- 
duals from all over the country, all walks 
of life, and all racial, ethnic, and religious 
backgrounds...in a relatively short period 
of time. The intent is not to create au- 
tomatons devoid of spirit and individu- 
alism, but rather to mold those charac- 
teristics into an effective unit. 

The rebellious laughter of Pvt. Johnson 
during the barracks inspection was at the 
misfortune of those in the platoon who 
didn't have their equipment in order. A 
point that Van Arsdale neglected to men- 
tion. The drill instructor made it clear to 
Johnson that she should have her act 
together before she makes fun of another 
-- a behavior pattern that would disrupt 
unit solidarity. Pvt. Alvez refused to par- 
ticipate as a full member of her platoon or 
tackle the training tasks with 100% effort. 
This is what made her the target of special 
attention from the sargeants. Her angry 
shrieks became a physical assault on her 
platoon leader with a shovel -- again, a 
point Van Arsdale neglected to mention. 

This made her a Serious threat to the other 
women in the platoon. That is why the 
Sargeants chewed her out -- to see if she 
would respond or was beyond help. She 


got out much to her own delight and 
everyone else's reliel. “Private Tuten is 


pulled out of formation for giggling and 
made to do exercises in the hot dirt.” That 
is just part of the routine harrassment in 
boot cemp aimed at creating controlled 
soldiers who take their job seriously. 

Van Arsdale quotes the sargeant (em- 
phasis on ‘white male’) as saying not to 
wipe her hands off -- a move she was going 
to make before doing another 14 man- 
euvers, it made sense to me. She cries and 
is told not to show emotion in uniform. Big 
deal. The drill instructor was trying to get 
Tuten to be in control of herself and 
functional under stress. 

Van Arsdale goes on to make a big point 
about only the white sargeants harrassing 
the women. First of all, | did not see much 
unjustified ‘tormenting’. Secondly, it was a 
fact that the three drill instructors assigned 
to that platoon were white. They would, of 
course, seem to be the most aggressive. 
The black NCO (non-commissioned of- 
ficer) seen on the hike was only there 
because it was a battalion hike involving 
other plattons, including the one to which 
he was assigned. He hadno specific role to 
play in regards to Johnson. (I might add 
that two of my drill sargeants were black 
women, one of whom mrade these three 
D.L’s look like saints!) His monologu on 
quitting was very appealing. One thing 
military training gives people is a sense of 
accomplishment -- and depending on 
where they are from, that might be a totally 
new experience. 

Then Van Arsdale sums up the’ Nightfire 
Exercise’ in a confused mesh of three 
separate scenes, “All in green and white, 
stomping over the ground, lighting up the 
night forest with their fake bombs, the 

‘privates &mdct stereotyped male nature 
taken to its logical conclusion: rape, pil- 
lage, plunder. The impression given the 
reader is that during a particular event the 
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privates went out raping, pillaging, and 
plundering. In fact, on one occasion the 
women were seen running -in formation 
chanting a traditional macho chant that 
includes the phrase ‘rape, pillage, plun- 
der. Not a pleasant image, | agree. But, if 
you've ever tried to run in formation, 
singing at full volume, you'll know that 
little attention is paid to words. Another 
scene is of an artillery barrage (‘Fake 
bombs’} at night Some of which was 
indeed real, Ms. Van Arsdale. 

| agree with the author that many ques- 
tions are raised about the lives of women 
in the military. However, | am afraid that 
Van Arsdale is more concerned with using 
depictions of the experience as a foil to 
promote her own particular political view- 
point than to seek those answers from the 
women who have served and are serving In 


the Armed Forces. 
Why do some of us become ‘soldier 


gurls’? Because of poverty, unemployment, 
learninga skill, seeking 2 challenge. travel, 
adventure, patriotism, opportunity, and 
‘hundreds of ‘other reasons. 

~ What are our relationships with each, 
other? On the whole, there is a sense of 
solidarity that comes from being a minority 
group and having shared similar exper- 
iences. However, | dont think relation- 
ships between military women are any 
different than those between civilian 
women. 

What about racism? | can only speak 
from my own experience. | found that while 
there may be more overt instances of 
racism and sexism, such as bad mouthing 
each other, there were more safeguards on 
one’s rights in the service. People also co- 
operated and worked together better in 
spite of (or maybe because of) their openly 
professed prejudices. | would rather know 
where someone is coming from than have 
to put up with a double-talking closet 
bigot. 

If Sarah Van Arsdale, or any other wo- 
man, legitimately seeks to understand the 
experience of military women, and agrees 
to put her rhetoric to one side, | would be 
more than happy to accomodate her. 

Sincerely 

Lough O'Daly 

For. ATHENA 

Organization of Women Veterans 
P.Q Box 703 

‘Northampton, MA. 


Sarah Van Arsdale responds: 

1 am sorry Ms. O'Daly was displeased 
with my article. However, | fee! that movie 
reviews are among the most subjective 
and biased kinds of news articles. | wasn’t 
attempting a critique of women in the 
army. | tried to relay to the reader my own 
opinions of the film and what | thought the 
opinions of the film-makers to be. 

| think a few points need to be clarified: 

| didn’t mention the subject of Private 
Johnson's laughter because I didn’t think 
it important to the film. | felt the film- 
makers didn’t stress that, so | followed 
suit 

We were never shown Private Alvez 
attacking anyone with a shovel. We were 
told by the sargeants that she did this. 

| did make the mistake of crediting the 
army with using imitation explosives in 
their exercises. 

| have run and marched in formation and 
| believe that much attention is paid to the 
words one says. 

Had I written the article in order to 
“understand the experience of military 
women” | would have interviewed women 


in the military. | tried to describe a film and 
that film's point of view. 


Sarah Van Arsdale 


The VWV expresses sincere regrets to 
Jasmine Eleftherakis for our inadvertant 
reorganization of her article There were 
other proof-reading errors last month as well 
and we apologize for these oversights. 
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Dear Women, 

In response to your request for readers 
opinions regarding including MAVAW in 
your directory. ; 

I think it should be included- maybe in an 
added section called” Related Resources 
or some such thing. | certainly think we 
need to maintain woman space and was 
quite angry when Norman Schell tried to 
stop “women only” dances from going on. 
But | think including MAVAW in the dir- 
ectory isa concession that could be made. 
It would show support for their Agee 
and it would be a piece of information usefu 
for women, who might want to know of 
this resource in order to recommend it to 
men they were trying to solve a problem 


aun Yours, 


Norma Roche 
Northampton, MA 


We really appreciate your response and 
encourage others to reply. 


LETTERS! 


Write and tell us what you're think- 
ing. We want to hear! 
VWV-Letters 
Box 392 
Northampton, MA 
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LETTERS! 
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To the editors: 

| hope you will be able to print this as | 

rarely see letters from artists. | am a 
performing artist-- an actress/clown, pres- 
ently booking my own shows and doing all 
the work involved. | don’t think it is neces- 
Sary to go into details, let me just say that it 
is more than full time work-- in addition to 
the performances. | have found in my 
-career in theatre (I've been performing for 
8 years}, that it is necessary for me to ‘roll 
with the punches’ and to expect difficult 
times. 

| was recently part of a womareproduced 
showcase of Women Artists,’ in Boston, 
Mass. The event was very poorly or- 
ganized. For example, | never got a souna 
check -- after waiting around for over an 
hour. This was no fault of the sound 
technicians. Also | just found out that the 
pay check | had deposited, bounced. Itwas 
one of the only times | have allowed myself 
to be paid with a personal check -- and I'm 
sorry 1 did. It is not only infuriating, depres- 
Sing, dissapointing, and an incredible 
blow to my ability to pay some bills; | feet 
burned -- it feels worse from a woman who 
is “ promoting’ women artists. 

It is only in the past 2% years that I've 
begun to perform for women’s audiences 
sometimes, and while | am aware that this 
is just one instance, several things like this 
have happened to me before -- from 
women. | have been not only asked, but 
expected to perform and’ donate’ my skills 
and expertise for very little or for nothing, 
While | have had many exceptionally won- 
derful times performing for women -- for 
lesbians -- there are many similar ‘trips’ as 
in ‘straight’ theatre/music scenes. For me, 
| have had more respect as an artist from 
other theatre people -- which is sad. | am 
Interested in corresponding with other 
lesbian performing artists who feel these 
conflicts. 
| feel at a dead end in this particular 
Instance -- | believe the woman declared 
bankruptcy, There is tittle for me to do, but 
to express my anger, and hope to see it in 
print. 1am sure 1am not the only one in this 
position -- | am enraged 


| hope you can print this, as it is short 
and not so sweetl 


Ts Tr TT 


Judy Sloan 
New Haven, CT 
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By Lorraine Lipani 
Stretching, flexing, bending, breathing 

--movement is as basic to a body as water 
and air. So when it hurts to move, par- 
ticularly in the back where you can't get at 
it, a person is liable to feel paranoid and 
rather unloved, The best antidote | know is 
a bearhug backrub, which is when some- 
one of your choosing squeezes you in a big 
hug and rubs your back consolingly. 


But let's face it--though every day has its 
tense, unresolved moments, every day 
does not offer its bearhug backrubs. 
Sometimes, you are on your own. For those 
occasions, you ought to have a favorite 
panacea available. At /east keep epsom 
salts on hand to add to a hot tub when 
you're feeling achy or blue. If you really 
want to do yourself a favor, stretch your 
weary joints, revitalize your nerves, and 
take some breathing space before you go 
to bed. 


Below is a reliable 15 minute technique 
for relieving spinal tension, as well as 
aggravation, low self-esteem, the menses- 
blahs, and the like. The ingenious tech 
nique of using a rolled blanket as a tool for 
the spine was taught by Ruthy Alon, a 
teacher of the Feldenkrais system of 
organic motion. 


The routine presented here is enhanced 
with a synthesis of breathing and imagery 
techniques, to further relax your back. To 
practice, you may need someone to read 
you the instructions the first few times. 
After that it's simply rhythm and letting 


your body lead. Remove your shoes and 
ayeglasses, loosan your belt, and begin. 
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Roller Relaxation Technique 
A Roller under knees 

Roll up either a blanket or two bath 
towels to a 4-6 inch diameter. Lie on a 
carpeted floor, on your back, with the 
length of the roller tucked under both 
knees. Take a deep breath. Imagine that 


you can exhale down your spine, down 
both legs and out the feet Exhale any 


aggravation from the day. Let itgo right out 
your feet. When your body feels heavy, and 
your breathing is relaxed. Draw your knees 
up, leaving your feet on the floor near your 
buttocks. 

B. Roller under hips 

Raise your hips away from the floor, and 
pull the roller towards the base of your 
spine. Lower yourself to rest on the roller. 
The roller supports across both thigh joints 
and the tailbone. This helps your lower 
back to relax. 

Leave your knees bent, separating your 
feet so that your knees feel stabilized. Fold 
your arms loosely across your belly. Be 
aware of your breathing. Is it easy, is it 
short, is it satisfying? Notice how the roller 
has shifted your body weight to your upper 
back This.is often where our backs hurt 
whemwe've been under stress. 


Your upper back records tension 
through a group of nerves located along 
the spine near the bottom of the shoulder 
blades. Sedating these nerves can alterthe 
dynamics of specific shoulder, neck, or 
head pains. You're actually doing that now, 
just by resting your weight on the nerve 
plexus. 

Another way to calm nerve activity, is to 


use your hands as contacts between two 
groups of nerves, strengthening their com- 
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munication. Nerves behave electrically, so 
with your hands contacting two groups, 
you make a closed circuit, 

Still lying on your back with the roller 


under your hips, try this. Leave. your left 
hand resting on your belly, a few inches 
above your navel. Spread the fingers of 
your right hand under and along your neck, 
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Wendy Simpson graphic 


cradling it. 

Imagine a circle of breath that you inhale 
up the front of your body, and exhale down 
the back. After a dozen such breaths, 


’ switch hands and repeat. Be aware of 


tension in your jaw bones, Let those bones 


feel heavier and heavier until your mouth 
turn to page 78 
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Schvitz Khevere/The Sweat Collective 
Poetry and Politics 


By Kore Sapphire 

We are a collective of three Aschkenazi 
Jewish Lesbians. Our families came from 
Romania, Russia, Poland, Czechoslavakia, 
and Italy. They came fleeing progroms 
Hitler, and poverty. We are first and second 
generation American Jews. We were all 
raised middleclass, in families that had 
moved up from the sweatshops of the New 
York garment district and down from the 
elite of Russian Jewry, losing both status 
and money in flight from the Nazis. 

We were raised in Cleveland, Chicago, 
and New York City. We were raised in the 
Conservative Synagogue, the Pioneer 
Youth Movement (Ha Shomer Ha‘artzi, a 
socialist branch of the Kibbutz movement), 
and in a confusion of Jewish/Catholic 
Unitarian assimilation. Two of us were bat 
mitzvahed. All of us are witches. 

“Ashe... Ashe... Asherah 
She isatree She is my mother 
She is a sycamore She is burasu (pine) 

She is keloske {olive} She is my mother 


Sheisawolf Sheisatocust She is a cobra” 
{Asherah.” Kore Sapphire} 


Bitter Herbs and Dynamite. Poetry and 
revolution. We try to say in English what 


give up my father's name when his father's 
name was taken from him? What does it 
mean to live in the U.S., fighting the U.S? 

We began six months ago to create a 
Jewish Lesbian poetry reading. We 
thought then it would be simple. We are 
finding it is not. It is the story of being the 
only Dyke in the temple and the only Jew 
in the women’s union. This story is of 
slavery, exile, and assimilation; of geno- 
cide, resistance, and class mobility; of 
celebrating Sukkot with Jewish witches 
beneath a full moon. There ara betrayals, 
fights with ignorant lovers and homopho- 
bic fathers, and connections made 
between Auschwitz and South Africa, El 
Salvador, and Alderson Women’s Prison. 
We learn the story of the Warsaw Ghetto, 
and the names of all the fighters we have 
aver lost. Bitter Herbs and Dynamite is 
laying claim to all our selves, our JewDyke 
selves, and refusing to be split 


“. . we sang these songs by the red see, 
we sang in the desert 

when our lovers brushed our black hair 
they sang into our curls 

when they kissed love between our thighs 
they sang into us, the round chants 


We can't afford not to know the stories of 
survivors, what they tell us about Nazi 
Jew-hating, flesh-hating, about their 
hatred of whatever was not Aryan, straight, 
male. We need to hear what is familiar in 
these stories. 


”.. oh sisters, be with me now. 


when the kkk teaches connecticut 
boyscouts how to shoot 

be with me. 

when the hebrew academy of springfield 
burns to the ground on shabbos, 

be with me. 

. sisters whose smoke blanketed poland, 
whose hair was wigs for german ladies, 
whose bones were pounded into fertilizer, 
be with me. 
when civil defense stockpiles opium for 
survivors of the next haulocaust, 
be with me.“ 


("Dedication Kore Sapphire) 
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Recently, Reagan warned Ambassador 
Fransisco Fiallos Navarro of Nicaragua of 
“the consequences of inviting alien 
influences and _ philosophies in the 
hemisphere,” repeating the Great North 
American Dream, that this half of the 
world,too, belongs to North Europeant 
male, rich, Christian. eae oe 

cient fear. the dark people, the poo 
people: the | people ofthe earth, are 
‘invading. 

Who are the real invaders? The history of 
this country, the world history we have 
been taught to identify with, is the history 
of the settlers, Mayflower riders, 
Crusaders. We have been educated into 


ignorance. Ignorance of the histories of 
turn to page 18 


whispered up to the womb, 
resting there, hidden. 
we sang around fires in exile 
we sang low to quiet rear.”” 
(“The moon is full on the first sadar”’ 
Kore Sapphire) 


defies the language. We are determined 
to say in poetry, ritual, story what is called 
history, rhetoric, economics. Our work is 
our culvure is our was. Vr is the way wo 
move and talk, it is the rhythms of eastern 


Europe and the Middieast. We write about 
Mediterranean snakes and New York sub- 
ways, we write about mourning and 
making love, we write in hunger for the 
Sinai desert, in longing for Rumania, we 
write as homeless Lesbians from a line of 
homeless people. 

We write and work in a- hunger to 
understand - what does it mean that | am 
going to private school when my father 
came from beggars? What does it mean to 


\s there time now, for poetry? 
Is there time for remembering our grand- 
mothers? 
Is there time for trying to understand the 
Holocaust, for any more mourning? 
There are enough atrocities now, we 
don’t need to dig back forty years to find 
torture, we don't need to look at Germany 
for fascism. The past is over, there's work 
to do. The Klan is on the rise again. 
We can't afford not to remember. 
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By Gini Invine 
The Lesbian Film Festival was presented 


by the Valley Independent Cinema, the’ 


Smith Lesbian Alliance and Variations 
Productions. Proceeds went to benefit 
Variations. Originally the films were to be 
shown at the Pleasant Street Little 
Theater. Fortunately this was changed. 


The auditorium at McConnell Hall was. 


nearly filled during the first show. 

Before the films started a woman from 
the audience pointed out ‘that the films 
were going to be shown by a male 
projectionist. Feelings about this ranged 
from naivete to unmitigated anger. Last 
minute attempts were made by women to 
see if a woman could run the projector. 
Variations said only a union person could 
Project. He said he could not take his pay 
and leave. As a result several women left. 

The women of Variations and the Smith 
Lesbian Alliance said they had attempted 
to obtain a woman to mun the projector. 
They said that they had not stated ‘for 
women only” for this reason. Also they 
bointed out that most of the films were 
fade with male collaboration. 

A ‘woman suggested that this situation 
was an indication of how women are shut 
Out of unions. But one woman who was 


leaving said she knows a local female 
union projectionist who is a lesbian. “It's 
one of the easiest unions to get into,” 
another woman said, 

The majority of the women stayed. The 
films were wonderful. But many women 
had an uneasy feeling as if a male voyeur 
was watching. 

The first film showing was the black and 
white chronicle of Susana, created by 
Argentinean lesbian film maker Susana 
Blaustein. The audience really seemed to 
identify with Susana. The film contains 
interviews with major people in Susana’s 
life. Her father, a pediatrician, acts more 
like an analytical doctor than a father. 
Susana tells us that early in her life she 
realized her “vocation for art and women.” 

The film is a smooth combination of 
home movies, stills and slow motion. 
There is one well placed film clip from 
Sleeping Beauty depicting the theme that 
a@ woman can only be fulfilled by a man. The 
best interview includes Susana‘s long- 
time lover, whose one-liners and facial 
expressions kept everyone laughing. 

Scenes from Susana’s life intersect with 
tight-lipped remarks from her sister 
explaining her mission to change Susana. 
A stiff one-to-one reconciliation talk 


between the two sisters follows. 

At the end of Coo/ Hands, Warm Heart 
the audience requested the house lights so 
they could glean some meaning from their 
program notes. Sue Friedrich’s film is 
about “violence in women’s daily rituals,” 
The words “She always looked both ways 
before crossing’ are followed with an 
Incredible scene of a woman on a raised 
platform shaving her legs amid throngs of 
people on acrowded New Yorkstreet. This 
ts followed by an armpit shaving scene and 
@ woman paring apples. The film has 
humorous moments, but it quickly 
degenerates into a long essay on 
violence in an amusement arcade, | got 
very bored at the end. 


Luna Tune by Carol Clement was the 
crowd's favorite and was rerun at the end 
of the program. Using a technique called 
sand animation the constantly changing 
shapes of the female flow into the forms of 
birds, the moon, and otherearth elements. 
Elsa Gidlow, an 81-year-old lesbian poet 
reads her mystical poem “What If?" 
accompanied by Kay Gardner on flute, 


Farewell to Charms by Carla Pontiac isa 
color film produced in 1979 at Swinburne 
College in Australia) A woman in the 


mdom 
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audience noted that the film-maker must 
have had money to be able to do color, 
Perhaps the money should have been put 
into a better soundtrack. 


The film follows two women, Cicily and 
Emma, going through various activities 
centered around make-up, clothes, hair 
styles, etc. One woman is said to be 
‘carrying around her “emotional crutch 
bag.” At one point a bag is opened to 
reveal countless beauty aides, 


A particularly good scene finds the two 
women confronted by two males on a 
street corner. “What are you chicks up to?” 
“None of your fuckin’ business,” With that 
a woman on a motorcycle rides to their 
rescue. 

We view the women swimming and 
then showering together in the locker 
room. We also sea a store window display 
of lipstick tubes turn into bullets. These 
scenes begin to be spliced with a woman 
pulling off her face mask. Each time we see 
her the mask comes off a bit more. 


In the last scene the camera focuses 
back and forth between scenes of Cicily 
dressing in fashionable clothes and 

turn to page 18 
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By Jean Erlbaum 


This is the second half of en article 
written specifically for women dealing 
with feminist bridging of politics and 
spirituality. In the larger sense anyone 
working toward full human potential is by 
my definition a feminist. But there are 
certainly other modes of this bridging , 
other movements and individuals who 
don't label themselves specifically as 
feminists. Certainly we look to Martin 
Luther King and Gandhi, Mother Theresa 
and Dorothy Dey for models of warldly 
work besed firmly in spirituality. We can 
see people in oll wolks of life that have 
found and are finding that any true act of 
Spirituality or politics naturally entails the 
other. 

Many people think of women’s religion 
as based in intuition and emotion, taking 
the form of rituals and healings, some 
updated version of witchcraft. | certainly 
believe that what have been seen as 


“feminine” values and traditions are a 
much-needed balance for the dry, 
encrusted, often  anti-life patriarchal 


religions. If we as women can create a 
spirituality on our own or bring into already 
organized religions some sense of cele- 
bration of life, an honoring of our bodies 
and this earth, we will have accomplished 
alot. | would like to suggest that we don't 
have to stop there. 


If feminism offers us opportunities in 
other aspects of our lives to re-own our 
intellect, initiative and will, why not apply 
this also to our spirituality? If we are just 
beginning to untie our apron strings and 


gain some sense of separation from our 
daily carthly chores, why nat also own our 


spiritual sense of transcendence? If. as 
feminists, we are calling for an. end to 
polarized sex-roles, why not bring all of our 
capacities to our spirituality? | would like to 
suggest that the main goal of any spiritual 
practive is to become fully human and that 
this entails working toward a healthy body 
and emotional life, clarity of mind, ethical 
socio-political activities, and a realization 
of our own divinity. 


As a feminist, | work toward all of us 
_ having equal opportunity to develop fully 
in all of these areas, regardless of sex, 
sexual preference, race, class, or special 
needs. As a woman, | do not want to be 
told that only certain aspects of this full 
humanity are available to me. | don’t want 
to be told that witchcraft is evil nor that it is 
the only true way. Sacred dances, burning 
incense, drinking special herbal remedies, 
doing theological analysis and silent 
meditation are all valid spiritual express- 
ions serving differant dimensions of our 
full humanity. In our efforts to expand out 
of patriarchal religions, we must support 
each other in individual paths, that 
together create the wide spectrum of 
women’s spirituality. , 

Unless we make space in our 
communities for women to express their 
full spirituality, some of us will have to turn 
to traditional (usually sexist) institutions. If 
we do, not consciously develop theology, 
cosmology, ritual, and ethical theory, we 
remain vulnerable to patriarchal religions. 
As Carol Christ explains in her essay, ‘“Why 
Women Need The Goddess": 


“Even people who consider them- 
selves completely secularized will 
often find themselves sitting in a 
church or synagogue when a friend or 
relative gets married, or when a parent 
or friend has died. The symbols 
associated with these important 
rituals cannot fail to affect the deep or 
unconscious structure of the mind of 
even a person who has rejected these 


symbolisms on a conscious level -- 
especially if the person is under stress. 
The reason for the continuing effect of 
religious symbols is that the mind 
abhors a vacuum. Symbol systems 
cannot simply be rejected, they must 
be replaced. Where there is not any 
replacement, the mind will revert to 
familiar structures at times of crisis, 
bafflement, or defeat” 


Womanspirit Rising, Christ and Pleskon 
ed., S.F. Harper and Row, 1979, p. 274. 


In the process of creating a feminist 
spirituality, some of us may choose to form 
separate institutions and others may bring 
a new 


consciousness into existing 


and § 
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irituality 


Boston, Beacon Pres, 1973.) 

Instead of feeding on patriarchal myth, 
we can be nourished by our own dreams, 
images, and values, We can grow strong in 
our vision of possibilities. When we share 
myths that speak of the bounty of the earth, 
we begin to create a world free of the greed 
that engenders extremes of wealth and 
poverty, industrial pollution, nuclear 
hazards, and extinction of species. 

We do not have to give credence to a 
god that commits us to pain in childbirth to 
pay for our “sins.” When we create reli- 
gions that honor women and the human 
body, we lay the foundation for better 
women’s health care and a vision of 
healthy, natural cycles of menstruation, 


menopause, birth, contraception, and 


religious communiues. In either case we 
need clarity and courage to push aside old 
beliefs and patterns. Some of us may have 
to grapple with fears of heresy, of giving up 
much that has been secure and unques- 
tioned. Challenging partiarchal religions 
often means giving up social or family 
support systems, holidays, and rituals. It 
may mean hurting loved ones who do not 
understand the conflict between feminist 
truths and traditional religions (see Sonia 
Johnson's article in Nov. 1981 Ms, “The 
Woman Who Talked Back to God,” p. 51). 

It is not heresy, but an extension of our 
human empowerment to insist that we 
have a right to a spirituality that accurately 
reflects our sense of what is sacred. We 
can cull from our religions of origin or other 
religions those rituals, customs, or holi-. 
days that appeal to us. We can retain the 
essence of these traditions while elimina- 
ting aspects that are sexist orracist, or that 
in any way separate instead of unifying all of 
us. [t is important to know that all “holy 
books” were written or recorded by other 
humans. 

Centuries of religious conditioning 
make us feel afraid or inadequate to make 
changes in spiritual practices. But in 
religions, as in all human institutions, alot 
of the laws and traditions are established 
to preserve form and custom. Often a 

‘rigidity sets in that kills the original spirit. 
When we have the strength to follow our 
inner truths, we can again touch that 
original human spark of knowing. Mary 
Daly suggests that because women have 
lived on the fringes of these institutions, 
we can more easily form fresh ways of 
knowing and touch what she calls the 
“ground of ontological hope.” (see Mary 
Daly, Beyond God the Father, pp. 32-34, 


freedom of sexual expression, When we 
eliminate from our religious “education” 
stories of hierarchies and power, war and 
pillage, we open the door to human 
equality and peace. 

We create the dream. Spirituality can be 
the springboard, the blueprint, the root 
expression of feminist vision. To nourish 
our dreams and the dreams of our children, 
our religions must provide both female and 
male teachers, role models, deities, and 
clergy. We need to include female pro- 
nouns in our prayers and myths. We need 
positive, strong female archetypes and 
heroines. Our stories must reward all 
human beings equally for work on earth 
(8.9. serving others) and on spiritual planes 
(e.g. reaching enlightenment). 

We must encourage bravery and com- 
passion, logic and intuition in all of us. We 
need to honor nature’s cycles as well as 
our own: to welcome expanded as well as 
contracted times, times for doing, times 
for just being. The images from witchcraft 
of maid, mother, crone -i.e. the young 
woman warrior exploring life, the woman 
of middle ‘years who mothers children 
and/or culture, the older woman whose 
wisdom is so needed - can help us value 
each part of our life process, These images 
cen broaden our vision of what it is to be 
female beyond the Judeo-Christian 
offering of virgin or whore, the Eastern 
religions’ offering of mother or monk 

Spirituality needs to be a daily living 
practice available to all of us, not just foran 
intellectual, theological, or moneyed elite. 
We need to acknowledge the material and 
emotional conditions that allow for 
spiritual practices. Certainly before we can 
engage fully in religious or cultural oppor- 
tunities, we need to feel secure in the 


basics of food, shelter, and health care. We 
need ample leisure time to explore on our 
own and to share in community. We need 
to make room for children in our rituals 
and/or provide rotating childcare. Girls 
who show interest in religious study or 
leadership must be given the same kind of 


encouragement, scholarships, and 


- education as boys. Women who have 


prepared to be rabbis or ministers or 
professors of theology must be ensured 
equal opportunity for employment. 

As women and feminists, we must look 
clearly at the traditional moral codes and 
re-evaluate them. Valerie Saiving suggests 
in an essay called‘ The Human Situation: A 
Feminine View’ (WSP, pp. 25-42) that 
what may be sinful for men may not be so 
for women. She suggests that men’s sins 
are in excess pride and selfishness, w ile 
womer's sins tend to be in the direction of 
excess selflessness or diffuseness. Men 
may err too much in agression, while 
women in too much passivity. It is not a 
righteous act for women to turn the other 
cheek when our children are denied quality 
day care or nutrition, when we need 
scholarships and equal opportunities in 
education and employment. Traditional 
religions have taught us to swallow our 
anger. We need to see that our anger is 
based in love, that it acts as a form of 

protection for ourselves and loved ones. It 
takes incredible spiritual fortitude to own 
our anger as a creative energy for change 
and to channel it in nonviolent ways (see 
R. Christoph, VWV, Dec/Jan ’82 p. 15). 
Religion only becomes an opiate when 
we enter into it with less than our full 
power, True spirituality can make us 
courageous, open our hearts, give us 
strength and clarity to do our work in the 
warld better. As our inner power grows, 
our outer defenses drop. As we become 
less afraid, we embrace diversity more 
easily. As we accept our own personal 
unfolding, we begin to have a deep sense 
of compassion for a// humans in this 
awkward proces of evolution. We begin to 
manifest in a real way what is often empty 
rhetoric of love and unity. When we 
engage fully in spiritual practice we are 
thrust inevitably into social action. Our 
sense of connectedness propels us to 
ensure the full development of each being. 
It is also important to know these 
spiritual aspects of our political work. The 
need for collective work is itself an 
acknowledgement of our interdepen- 
dence. ! believe that we can make those 
connections more available if we look 
deeply at the nature of our work. Instead of 
having some general or pragmatic idea of 
our goals (e.g. stopping nukes, lobbying 
for pro-choice), we can delineate the 
commitments and values we share. | do 
not mean that all feminists doing political 
work necessarily hold identical belief 
systems. But it is likely that there is a 
common ethical ground on which we 
stand (e.g. love of nature, desire for justice 
and equality). This common ground 
becomes firmer when it is honored 
through naming. If we speak consciously 
about our shared values, we can speak up 
more easily when we feel those violated: at 
family gatherings, in other Spiritual or 
Political meetings, with door-to-door 
religious leatletters, and so forth. 

The “moral majority” feels its strength 
and can in fact call itself’“morat’ and a 
“majority” only because of this kind of 
highly verbalized and shared religious 
foundation to political solutions. | see the 
new right as a direct political arm of 
Patriarchal religions. Just as we are 
vulnerable to the symbols of ‘those 
religions when we have none of our own, 
the lack of a delineated feminist ethical 
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By Dale LeBonte 


Fifteen women sit in a circle. Each one 
has been called from her work with art, 
with children, with farming, for social! 
justice, for peace, through personal 
growth, as volunteers, as professionals. 

The ritual begins with a chant The 
vibration moves through us, we hold 
hands, eyes closed, and center down. 
What brings us here? We introduce our- 
selves and offer a fragment from our stories 
like a single blossom from an orchard. 

“1 want to take what | do best and i'm 
good at and bring it to my political work.” 

“I'm learning to trust that the universe 
provides for us when we're doing the right 
things.” 

“| feel the tension between being an 
artist, making objects, and the reality that 
outside the studio or darkroom things are 
falling apart.” 

“| built a solar house out in the country 
and now they want to build a hazardous 
waste dump right near it. | don’t want to 
plant a garden this spring.” . 

Kkkkk kkk 

Look at how it felt to be a little girl in the 
religion we grew up in. Note the guilt that 
fogs our connection to our selves, Look at 

how we talked about politics over the 
dinner table. Who were the good guys and 
who were the bad guys? Our stories in this 
bridging haven't been told, 
| was really searching, one voice said. 
{ had o hunger for reality and truth, 
another cried. | was pulled into a river, 
separated from the rocks. It was horrible 
and turbulent, but now I'm coming to 
shore, floating with the current 

lI was independent, one woman said. My 
mother called me stubborn. 

My mother told me God was inside. 
“Like my fooa?” f asked her. 
“No, like your heart’ she answered. 


\ Wad no thrones, 
crowns, of beards in my head. 


Being Jewish meant growing up ana 
getting killed. it also meant suffering. That 
was our heritage. 

| always felt most comfortable 

in the woods 

The trees so big 

and | so small 

they were real special 

and sacred 

One day | was lying on the couch and I 

had such a sense of myslefi | thought what 

a robber, what a thief death will be to mel | 

felt for the past twenty years or so | had 

not been me. 
“If |were |..." she remembered from a 
Wallflower Order performance. 
lflwerel... 


KkKkekkk kkk 


‘ |sarg inthe choir, many women said. | was 
in the youth group, | saw that people wore 
fancy clothes, 

/ lied about things. 
| saw the hypocracy. | saw the violence of 
people being barbaric to each other. |hada 
strong sense of the barriers to the poor -- 
and of injustice. 

/ didn’t want anyone to know 

/ was crazy 
There was so much superstition in growing 
up Catholic in the same church that burned 
women for being superstitious -- to this 
day | dream about disrupting mass. 

I’ve been independently 

investigating my own truth. 
Singing with the congregation felt good, 
but there was no acknowledgement of 
what was going on in my life. God knew 
everything but not who / am. 

/ began listening to my own voice 

| knew there was something wrong with 

me. It wasn’t just puberty -- that’s what the 

doctor said. | made my mother take me 


with her to the clinic. 

Three months of tests. 
They said my spinal column wasn't grow- 
ing with the rest of my body. They said if 
they had not found out what was wrong 
with me {| would have been paralyzed 
within two years. 

A whole day of surgery. 
| had to lie flat on my back with sandbags 
beside my head. | knew | had been near 
death and no one would talk to me about it. 

| needed to cry. 
They told me not to exercise. | did anyway. 
When | went back for a check-up they said 
it was a miracle, | had improved beyond 
what they could imagine. 

tam learning that what | believe shapes 

my reality. 
! feel like men make these impossible 
leaps. They see something horrible and 
they jump past it, on to something else. 
Thats what is so important about being 
women validating our experience. We 
know that people can’t make those leaps. 
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The importance of what we're doing is 
claiming the beauty and the horror -- 
naming them, holding them. 

It is 

a political act 

to whisper 

our truth 

around the circle 

we see 

the lies they tell 

denying what is real 

denying us, 

bo oo bo oo os 
! miss the sense of community, the 

sense that whatever your sister does, is 
yours. | walked down the years past my 
roots and metaphors, and found myself 
naked out here by myself. | learned to 
follow my own conscience, to look for the 
truth no matter what it cost 

There are tears 

in your voice 

in my eyes 

we reach our hands 

to each other 

around the circle 


Each woman's truth sends a charge 
around the circle. We sweep through, 
clearing our past to make open room. We 
are saying, "| have to take care of myself. 
Before ! can help or love someone else, | 
have to love myself." We can tap the 
energy out there that's always available to 
us. 

What's the next stage 
in my journey? 

Where is the mystery 
the transcendence? 

| sense its somewhere 
in the rocks and earth 
in water 

and belonging 

Drum, rattle, tambourine, triangle, voice, 
harmony, we celebrate by resonating. As . 


_ we chant, some women dance, some close 


their eyes to focus on an inner movement 
The music swirls through us and pulls us 
together from essence and substance, 
increases in volume and melts away. We 
pulse together like a starlit night, each 
‘separate, burning, but clustered into a 
unique constellation. 

We reconnect mind and body, become 
spiritual from the neck down, and send our 
energy out as politics. A 

The words in this article are quotes from 
women who attended a Februray 20th 
workshop on Bridging Politics and Spirit- 
uality. Jean Erlbaum and Debbie Fier 
collaborated in leading the workshop, 
which was first offered in January 7981. 
The workshop uses discussion, medita- 
tion, womancraft, chanting, and music- 
making to explore the connection between 
political work and Spiritual nourishment 


code leaves a vacuum that makes us weak 
politically. In order to grapple with the' 
anti-choice movement or the Ku Klux Klan 
or the Family Protection Act, we need to 
understand the kinds of fears and belief 
systems that could produce them. Itis only 
when we acknowledge our own spiritual 
hunger and see the root fear behind 
reactionary solutions that we can begin to 
provide alternatives. It is only when we 
speak specifically about the spiritual 
aspects of our dissatisfaction with the 
human condition that we can come up with 
viable proposals and broadbased support 
Certainly a politics that calls for equal 
oportunity for all is based firmly in spiritual 
beliefs; we need to spell our both the 
social realities and the ethical impetus 
behind the ERA, pro-choice legislation, 
and social programs that correct social and 
economic inequities, 

As we begin to align our spiritual values 
with our political work, many important 
issues are raised. | would like to encourage 
active dialogue over these questions in our 
communities. To what extent are we 


irituali 
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committed to nonviolence? Is it true, as the 
law of Karma tells us, that only peaceful 
means produce peaceful ends? Are there 
constructive outlets for our rage? If our 
political work is based in ideas of scarcity 
and feelings of competition, how can we 
avoid perpetuating more of the same? 
What do we do when our beliefs in 
nonhierarchical organizations and 
decisions-by-consensus conflict with our 
needs for efficient and quick action? At 
what point do we dismiss lofty goals for 
the sake of piecemeal or pragmatic 
solutions? The creation of feminist forms 
of politics and spirituality entails making 
these issues conscious and _ finding 
practical solutions to them. 

| would like to share some ideas of 
simple and concrete ways to bring spiritual 
values and practices to our political work. 
In order to serve others well, we need to 
take responsibility for our own balance and 
health. Yoga, womancraft, and other 
techniques of relaxing and centering are 
excellent for the cure and prevention of 
burn-out. Instead of listening to the 


“shoulds” and “never enough time” of our 
typical treadmills, we can center and. 
nourish our political work in the stillness of 
meditation. Through affirmation or prayer 
we can receive guidance on the nature and 
amount of political work we should be 
doing at any given time. It is from this 
clarity of vision that the finest work is 
usually done. We can give from a sense of 
love and fullness instead of from pressure 
or.guilt. When we consciously choose our 
work we can make a firm commitment and 
carry it out with joy and purpose. 

In our groups we can honor spirituality 
by consciously exploring our shared 
concerns. If it is true that we create what 
we believe, then we must strengthen our 
belief in the possibility of a world free of 
pollution and greed. | don’t suggest that 
we ignore present problems or fears for the 
future, but that we spend at least equal 
time sharing our hopes and visions. As 
many women have used the power of 
affirmations in their personal lives, we can 
use the same principles to help create 
desired social and political realities. We 
can find support from resources like the 
Womancraft manual, Mother Wit by Diane 
Mariechild or from Creative Visualization 


by Shakti Gawain. We can begin by 
holding hands or with a brief ritual of 
clearing, of stating purpose. The most 
effective meetings or actions I've attended 
have included some way of raising energy 
through chanting or ritual. The Women's 
Pentagon Action is certainly a fine 
example of this. We have also learned that 
our political work grows stronger when we 
care personally for each other as well as for 
our shared work Affinity groups have 
shown us the strength emotional bonding 
can create, 

As women, we often feel personal! 
guilty for all the world’s problems anc 
personally responsible for healing the 
planet. It is important to understand the 
collective nature of both the problem and 
the solution. Through collective action we 
can understand and rejoice in our 
fundamental connectedness. Our work 
together toward our human potential 
embodies our hope for the future and 
provides daily nourishment for our sense 
of unity. & 
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By Toby Schermerhorn: An interview with Lisa DeSalvto 


Studies in May. 


Lisa will be receiving her BS from UMass in Equestrian 


Cleaning the horse's hoofs before riding. Photo by Ro Cartagine. 


Mounting the horse. Photo by Ro Cartagine. ~ 


T- 1 understand that horseriding for the disabled is relatively new to 
ss. How did the program begin? 

eee in the be of 1980. Candy Dixon from the Belchertown 
State School and I worked with Dr. Borton from the UMass 
Equestrian Studies Department and Ann Borton from the 4-H Club. 
The 4-H gave us seed money to buy some equipment We aie i 
getting some horses. We borrowed several from the State School an 
we used some of the University horses. We put the word out about the 
program and trained the horses until we could start the program in 
the summer of 1980. 

T: So, the horses are specially trained? 

L: Yes, we specifically select certain types of horses. We want fone 
larger horses for our larger riders. We also want horses that are sort ° 
narrow for people that have really tight abductor muscles and can't 
straddle the larger horses. We look for horses that have a certain 
temperament. The training involves doing everything from putting 
wheelchairs under them, over them... through them. . . throwing 
nerf balls at them, to falling off them and making loud noises. We 
make sure that the horses are going to be calm and cool and that 
nothing is going to bother them. 

T: What are the goals of special riding. . . What do you hope to 
accomplish? 

L: We hope to use it as a form of therapy as well as recreation. There's 
been some evidence that the warmth and the movement of the horses 
relaxes spastic muscles. We want the riders to get some physical 
benefits out of it_as well as having a good time. 

T: I think that it’s really good that you make a point of having riders 
help prepare the horses for riding. 

L: Well, we ve found that all of their lives they ve had someone taking 
care of them and this is an opportunity for them to take care of 
something else. They also have to learn that the horses need to be 
taken care of} Any time I want to ride, I have to groom my 
horse. We don’t have grooms at UMass, The riders do their own. 
T hey have to work in order to ride. There area lot of benefits from it. 
For instance, the motion of brushing the horse is very good for 
developing fine and gross motor skills. Buckling the straps, trying to 
put a bridle on, and just managing the horse are all learning 
experiences, 

We hope to use riding to teach things like“ right” and “left” and asa 
form of socialization: the students learn to take directions by 
working with volunteers. Horseriding provides self confidence 
because the disabled are able to do something on their own...esp- 
ecially people in wheelchairs who find it difficult to get around. We 
put them ona horse and they can go just about anywhere. They really 
enjoy it 
T: Is the program geared for any one disability? 

L: No, it covers a wide range. We’ ve worked with people with physical 
disabilities, cerebral palsy, mental retardation, learning disabilities, 
emotional problems, and the seeing and hearing impaired. It's open 
to any population. 

T: What type of training do your volunteers need... Are they UMass 
students? 

L: The majority of our volunteers come from a class that’s taught at 
the University. The title of it is “Teaching the Handicapped”. 
Basically anybody can be a volunteér. Wed like to have a wider base 
of community interest in it because right now we havea problem with 
our volunteers being so transient. They come for a semester, then 
they leave. Our riding classes are continuous butwe have to stop fora 
month at a time sometimes because we haven't got trained vol 
unteers, So, we are looking for people in the community. All we askis 
that they have an interest in horses and not be afraid to be around 
them. We'll teach them how to groom a horse. We like to groom ina 
certain sequence so that our riders are always taught in the same way. 


We'll teach them how to lead or to be a sidewalker. They do receive 


some training before they actually start working in the program. 
T: It was interesting that Te W 


most of the volunteers I saw were women. 
Are there mostly women in the classes? 

L: The horse industry is made up of a lot of women. 

T: And human services too. . . 


L: Even in the Equestrian Studies pro 
: gram at UMass there’s onl 

handful of guys... and hundreds of women. But we do havea eat “es 
of men working this year, which is nice. : 
Ts ay many people are riding in the program now? 
L: That varies. Right now we're inside at the Grint 

c rell Are r i 
have as many riders as we d like. We re at Tilson Farmnin the summer 
and then in Grinnell in the winter because of the cold. Spastic 


muscles can’t handle the cold. Unfo 
: . rtunately, that 
winter classes have to be a lot smaller. : fare a 
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Warm up exercises. Photo by Ro Cartagine. 


T: How many different classes dd you have? 

L: Pm teaching three classes. I teach two classes with retarded 
students. Candy teaches and I help with the United Cerebral Palsy 
group on Friday. Candy also teaches classes three days a week. Then 
there are several private lessons. 

T: I was wondering if there are more women than men in your 
proups? : 
L: Right now we're doing a lot of individual lessons... but the United 
Cerebral Palsy group is one of the largest groups that we do and 
there's a pretty even number of men and women. It doesn’t really 
matter. We open the program up for anyone interested in riding if 
Were s a space. 

T: Do your students compete in horseshows? 

L: Yes, they do. Recently, classes have been added for the disabled 
every time the University has a student horse show. That’s been alot 
of fun. Also this vear for the first time the Massachusetts Special 
Olympics has a horse show and this year they decided to have it at 
UMass. We had disabled riders from all over Massachusetts at 
UMass, riding in the horse show. It was wonderful. Our riders did 
really well. They were really pleased to flash around their ribbons. 
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T: Is the Special Olympics competitively oriented? 

L: Everyone gets aribbon, but here competition is something good. 

Many of our riders can’t wait for the next horse show. P’ve heard a 
couple of them say, “Next time I’m going to get the first place.” We 
had one woman that won a class start crying. It was the first 

time she'd ever won anything and she was so happy. We want the 
competition there. You have to learn to accept defeat and to learn that 
you need to work to win. 

T: Are there any other programs in the area like the UMass program? 

L: There’s a program at the Belchertown State School which is run by 
C ly Dixon and Lisl Hislop. 

T: Is that open to the public? 

L: No, that’s the one problem up there. They have really good 
facilities and well trained instructors but its only open to the State 
School clients or people that have been in the State School or Monson 
State School. There is another program at the Jericho House that ’m 
not all that familiar with. And then there are various programs in the 
eastern part of the state. 

T: So, it doesn’t seem like there are many programs for the physically 
disabled. 

L: Basically they come to us as soon as they find out about us. 

T: I think that one of the problems with the program is that a lot of 
people don’t know about it 

L: Well, we're having a really big problem with funding. Candy and I 
are working without being paid. Until we get something decided, I 
don’t know how many riders we can really take. We re working for 
nothing and there’s a lot of time involved. There's a limited number 
of people we can take, but we try to take everybody. 


Diane smiles atop Bamey. Photo by Elaine Kachavos. 


T: Do you feel that the program has been successful, and are there 
any changes you'd like made? 

L: The only changes Id like to see are program expansion, more 
community involvement, and more money. That's our major 
concern right now. We need some equipment. We have the facilities. 
We have almost everything we need except the money for salaries to 
make itrun full time. We ve nursed it since the beginning in l 980 and 
I'd like to continue working with the program full ume aiter | 
graduate, depending on the funding. . . but well see how it goes. 


For more information please contact Lisa DeSalvio at 586-5265 or Candy 
Dixon at 323-6649 
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By Laurie Kleinmann 

Adelante Mujer Women Moving 
Forward was the theme of this year's 
commemoration of Intemational Women’s 
Week on the UMass campus. As a member 
of the organizing committee | know that 
the theme was chosen to reflect the ways 
in which all women are successfully 
struggling together to overcome the 
increasing oppression we face as women 
in 1982. As panei member Yvonne Forrest 
expressed in the opening statement of her 
discussion about women in unions: 


“These are times that try women’s 
souls, These are times to be de- 
termined in our resolve for women’s 
goals. These are times _ for 
building/sharing and becoming sis- 
ters in the real sense of the word. 
These are times that try our souls but 
we are women moving forward...” 


In retrospect | wonder about our theme. 
Certainly the conflicts and obstacles we 
experienced during the organizing process 
and throughout the week confirm 
Yvonne's assessment about the nature of 
our times. The pessimistic question which 
I'm confronted with now is whether these 
trying times will allow us to move forward 
with the kind of unity necessary to 
overcome our oppression. In pondering 
this painful question | will attempt to 
analyze some of the dynamics we en- 
countered as we prepared to celebrate a// 
women this International Women’s Week. 
To begin with there is immense diversity 
among the community of women in this 
area, While creating amazing potential this 
also creates amazing complexity. We are 
students, mothers, workers, lesbians, 


young women, old women, from many 
nationalities and religious traditions. Our 
classes and ethnic backgrounds and 


political beliefs vary as does our ability to 
commit time to political work above and 
beyond the daily struggle for survival. This 
is all obvious. What isn’t obvious is the 
manner in which a week of activities can 
celebrate all of us, without ignoring the 
vast differences in our experiences and the 
many aspects of our lives in this society 
which stand in the way of our liberation. 
Unfortunately, and this has historically 
been the case, those women who have had 
the time to participate in the week's 
planning have not reflected the diversity of 
our community. Young, white, middle- 
class students have consistently made up 
the bulk of the organizers and this year was 
no exception. Adding to this is the fact that 
the money allocated for the week comes 
from the Student Activities Fund. As a 
result, the organizers faced bureaucratic 
tangles and had to display a sensitivity to 
those who believe that money which 
comes from students should not go to 
events which are not directed at students. 
(Many decision-makers at UMass. have 
not recognized the fact that students are 
mothers, workers, and people over 25). 
With these restrictions, addressing all 
women’s perspectives becomes nearly 
impossible. 


| believe quite strongly that this year the 


organizing committee really did attempt to 
) 


present issues which profoundly affect all 
women’s lives, cutting across 
student/non-student, race and class lines. 
We had four central focuses: women and 
work, healthcare, education and violence, 
all critical to women’s survival in the 80's. 
We tried to present the issues creatively 
through events like one Friday afternoon 
entitled Violence Against Women: Ex- 


pressions. Beginning with poetry, Judith 
_Katz read her works in progress about a: 
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ersonal Perspective: 


Jewish Lesbian outlaw. Valerie Stevens, of 
the New Africa Theatre Company, offered 


poetry by Third World women, including 
the moving piece by Sojourner Truth, 
“Ain't | a Woman." We then had rep- 
resentatives of two local battered 
women’s sheltérs discuss the resources 
they have available to the community. 
Chrysalis Theatre Eclectic ended the event 
with a short theatre piece about child 
_sexual abuse entitled “Boundaries.” 
Because | attended this event, as well as 
the two panels about women and work | am 
able to say that from my perspective these 
acitivites did achieve our goal, to bring to 
the community information and inspiration 
about daily struggles. Whether this is 


accurate is another question. 
Organizing events which address these 


critical issues is only part of the task. They 

must also be accessible to the community. 

First of all, there are many people who 

either do not feel comfortable or are not 

physically able to attend events on the 

University campus. Although we did pro- 

vide childcare, most of the workshops took 
place during the day, making it virtually 
impossible for most working women to 
attend. Another assential aspect of 
accessibility is outreach. Due to a lack of 
woman-power our posters were late and 
not widely enough distributed. Spanish 
translation and American sign language 
interpretation were available but our pub- 
licity was not bilingual, which practically 
defeated the purpose. Although all events 
were wheelchair- accessible this 
information was not on the poster. In 
Northampton there was a march to 
commemorate _ International Women's 
Day. Our outreach to the non-University 
community could have been multiplied if 


we had maintained closer communication 
with these women. It was wonderful that 
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the day was commemorated in North- 
ampton: something, the organizers stated, 
that hadn't happened in four years. But, as 
a member of the UMass. international 
Women’s Week who came to the first 
meeting, determined to make the week 
accessible to the community, the lack of 
comunication and coordination between 
the two commemorations highlighted an 
often unbridgable gap. 

Criticisms flow easily. Solutions do not. 
Perhaps expectations were too high. 
Perhaps it is unrealistic at this time when 
contradictions seem to be growing, when 
divide and conquer is the order of the day, 


‘to expect to organize a truly unifying week 


of events, accessible to all. As | write | have 
to laugh at myself. This attempt at honest 
criticism of the IWW process seems to 
have turned into a personal airing of all my 
inner conflicts and questions about our 
movement, our direction of struggle. The 
whole process certainly has tried my soul. | 
realize that the key word really is process. 
International Women’s Week 1982 was 
one week out of a month out of a very 
difficult year for all the world’s women. 
Mistakes were made, in some cases 
disunity was heightened (some I've 
mentioned, some | haven't) but moving 
forward is a slow and arduous path. If we 
can succeed in candidly evaluating the 
week and come up with some concrete 
suggestions for those brave women who 
will come together to plan next years 
commemoration, | believe that our theme 
will not have been a misnomer. | will leave 
you with some more of Yvonne's words: 


“the importance of our goals will be 

reached by many paths, but we must 
keep our collective spirit in our 

hearts and minds along the way...” 
Adelante Mujer. a 


» Northampton e 586-5403 
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The Controversy: 


To whom it may concern, 


As students of the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst we feel com- 
pelled to inform you of a despicable act of 
anti Semitism which manifested itself on 
this campus on Monday, March 8, and has 
gone unchecked by the University's 
administration, 


One of the events for tha University's 
International Women's Week (IWW) 
program was a forum entitled, “Third 
World Women as Liberators - Same 
Struggle Same Fight’ which approxi- 


mately 300 people attended. 


What has shocked, horrified, and 
outraged the three thousand Jewish 
students on campus, as well as others, is 
that a representative of the Palestinian 
Liberation Organization (PLO) was one of 
the three scheduled speakers, 


When news of the speaker was made 
public there was an immediate outcry of 
concern. The Universitys Administration 
“tooked the other way” as the Inter- 
national Women's Week committee 
declared that “everything had been 
finalized” (in reality this was not the case). 
An ad-hoc delegation of students 
proposed having an Israeli woman speak 
at the forum or sometime during the week. 
Our proposal was flatly rejected and thus 
equal representation was deniod. 


When the forum took place it developed 
into a vagrantly anti-Semitic hate session 
against Israel, The PLO speaker was 
welcomed to the podium with a 
thunderous applause and simultaneous 
chanting of “Long Live PLON". 


Vo add to this hostile atmosphere a 
student who was among a group that loft 
after the PLO woman spoke, let his true 
sentiments be known by proclaiming: 
“Hitler made a mistake, he left one million 
of you alive!” When a member of the 
audience questioned the PLO's acaba on 


Waaniuridse College 
Institute of Open Education 


this comment, the PLO speaker and the 
moderator replied saying that the question 
was not “relevant to the discussion and 
was in bad faith.” 


This outrageous anti-Semitic remark 
has as of now not been condemned by the 
IWW committee or by the University's 
Administration. 


To add to our frustration the question 
and answer period which was promised to 


us in order to give “equal time” had 
“mysteriously disappeared. 
Although this is supposedly the 


Chancellors Year Towards Civility, this 


event has proven itself to be anything but | 


civil. A great injustice has been done! 


As history 
illustrated, once 


has so dramatically 

the seeds of anti- 
Semitism (or any form of racial or ethnic 
hatred) has been planted it continues to 
grow and spread like cancer. To remain & 
silent in the face of such events as this is to 
give it unofficial credence. 


The undersigned need your help in 
exposing the full story and can be 
contacted at (413) 545-2526. We look 
forward to discussing this serious matter 
with you and giving it the proper media 
exposure it has so wrongfully been denied. 


Sincerely, 


Jeff Rosenberg 
Debora Propper 
Martha Gumbiner 
Susan Jacobs 
Richard Kirschen 
Amy Sweet 


Steven Sherman 
Corr: Gottesman 


This letter is presented as a personal point 
of view, and does not necessarily express 
the views of Hillel as an or ganization. 
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The Reply: 


The Third World Women's Task Force of 
the Everywoman’s Center and the Inter- 
national Women's Week Planning 
Committee feel the need to clarify some 
issues surrounding the l|WW panel entitled 
“Third World Women as Liberators: Same 
Struggle, Same Fight” As two groups of 
women who are committed to the struggle 
against oppression, we must first express 
our outrage at the blatantly anti-semitic 
comment made by a member of the 
audience. We regret the fact that his 
comment was not more adequately refuted 
that evening. We also regret that time was 
not provided for a more extensive question 
and answer period. However, this does not 
in any way place the onus of responsibility 
for the comment on the organizers of the 
panel nor the panelists. The occurence of 
this unfortunate incident does not justify 
the Concerned Jewish Students’ state- 
ment to the UMass Daily Collegian (March 
17, 1982) in reference to the panel that “a 
public forum occured under university 
sponsorship for anti-Semitic purposes” 
nor.their statement in a subsequent letter 
which charged that the panel developed 
into a‘’vagrantly anti-Semitic hate session 
against Israel." 

In the face of these statements we feel 
compelled to reiterate _ our original 
commitment to bring a woman 
representing the PLO's perspective to 
UMass. Third World women’s roles in 
struggles of liberation are often ignored. 


Providing a forum for analysis of 
the Palestinian’ struggle for self- 
determination from a woman's 


perspective is not in any way the same as 
denying Jewish women their liberation. 
The fact that 80% of the International 
Women's Week Planning Committee is 

Jewish is indicative of this. 

The IWW Planning Committee had 
accepted the Task Force’s proposal early 
in the planning stages as a legitimate 
request for representation of Third World 
women during the week. To have placed a 
woman with a Zionist perspective on the 


pane! would have been a major alteration 
in the Task | Force’ s proposal, chang ging the 


—— 


CLUB 


“Concerned Jewish Students” 


Lue  lewutses | 


nature of the panel from an expression of 
Third World Women’s solidarity to a 
debate. This was not acceptable to either 
the Task Force or the Planning Committee. 

In the initial stages of planning for 
International Women’s Week, November 
1981, a contact list was made of over 40 
individuals and organizations. Hille! was 
among these. From the first IWW planning 
meeting in December 1981, and for every 
general meeting thereafter, the individuals 
and organizations on the original list were 
contacted. Members of the “Concerned 
Jewish Students” had an opportunity to be 
part of the planning from the start. 

February 11 was the deadline for the 
IWW Planning Committee's programming 
decisions. All paperwork had to be done 
three weeks before March 8. The “Con- 
cerned Jewish Students’ came to the 
February 11th meeting with criticisms, not 
a proposal. When they did make a proposal 
it was two- weeks later at a meeting 
between members of the ‘Concerned 
Jewish Students” and members of the 
IWW Planning Committee. At this time it 
was clearly much too late to change or add 
anything new to the programming. 

Having learned from the divisiveness of 
previous women’s weeks at UMass, the 
specific intent of the IWW Planning 
Committee this year was to create a week 
that focused on broad issues which were 
applicable to many women around the 
world. We share outrage with the 
at the 
comment made by one ignorant individual. 
However, let us not negate the intention of 
the panelists that night or the spirit of the 
week as a whole. Certainly there is alesson 
to be learned from the conflicts of opinion 
thus far, and we hope that next year all 
peoples wanting representation will 
Participate in planning the week. 

The theme of the week was Adelante 
Mujer- Women Moving Forward, and we 
hope that we can all move forward 
together in the future. 

-The Third World Women s Task Force 

-The International Women’s Week 
__ Planning Committee 
Z———— 
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Minister Backs ERA 


By Patty McGill 


The Reverend Donna Schaper, Pastor of 
the First Congregational Church in Anr 
herst. is an organizer of the Campus 
Ministry Women’s campaign to ratify the 
Equel Rights Amendment An activist 
since the sixties, Schaper is concerned 
with women’s issues and willing to take 
her views to the pulpit as well as the halls 
of government Along with ather women 
from around the country, Schaper will 
participate in events planned for April 20- 
23 to try to reverse the Illinois rejection of 
the ERA in a last-minute effort to save the 
amendment 

PM. How did you come to feel strongly 
about the issue of equal rights? 

DS. | couldn't get the job | wanted, 
working as a minister, when | first got out 
of school. | think that turned me into a 
feminist. It was a pretty easy way to go. The 
church | grew up in -- that caused me to 
want to be a clergy person -- didn’t ordain 
women. | didn't find that out until | had two 
years of seminary education. | hada kind of 
immediate, rapid conversion. 

PM. After you got out of school you 
applied to be a minister in your church and 

were flatly refused? 

DS.Worse. One of my professors finally 

told me in my second year that it was fine 
for women to study theology, but he 
wondered if | knew that women couldn't 
get jobs as ministers. And | didn’t. It had 
never occured to me. It was also 1969, 
before feminism had really exposed what 
was going on. Since then other women 
have worked with the Luthern Church to 
get that ordination passed. But by that time 
| had already moved to the Congregational 
Church, which has ordained women since 
the 1800's, but only given them decent 
jobs in the last five years. A woman could 
always get a job in outer Vermont, preach- 
ing to three different congregations of 
fourteen people each and get paid $2,000 
a year. Lots of women did that. Very few 
women had gotten churches that paid. 
enough to live on. 

PM.When did you get this job? 

DS-Two years ago. They were looking for 
a woman. I've been rejected from parishes 
that hired men still in seminary school, A 
lot of churches don’t think they re ready for 
a woman but this church made the de- 
cision that it was going to do it. It's a 
wonderful place, it's been a good church 
for years and has a tradition of being a very 
exciting congregation. 

| think the ministry is going to be one of 
the most rapidly integrated professions. 
Right now, 50% of the people in divinity 
schools are women. This is a drastic 
change since | was in school ten years ago. 

PM. Why has it changed? 

DS. The same reason women break into 
a lot of fields: the ministry is in decline. 
When librarians got paid well they were all 
men and when they stopped being paid 
well women became librarians. It’s not the 
question of pay but that the church is 
losing members -- it’s a declining institu- 
tion. | think that’s one reason. Also, I think, 
the church is a principled organization, 
once people started fighting it on the 
grounds of principle there was no way it 
could keep denying them. 

PM.You mean the church couldn't afford 
to be hypocritical? 

DS.Well it is all the time. But if you have 
all these voices saying “This won't wash” 
then it gives in. There's an incredibly good 
group of women in the churches who fight 
for women’s issues. 

PM.To me you sound pretty radical. . 
. Your ideas are radical... 

DS.Well, it makes it hard to be at home 
in any given place. Right here, since | am 
not the kind of Christian that most people 
arg there's a difference. In secular, political 
places, I'm not the kind of feminist or 
socialist that everyone else is because | 
believe in God, | don't really fit in any- 
where. But | also can feel comfortable in 
a lot of different places. So! do counseling, 
I do organizing, | do writing and educa- 

tion. | work with unemployed people and 


rich people, people who are just out of the 


hospital and psychiatrists. There's a tre- 
mendous mix. 
PMAndyou find they can all accept you? 
DS.I think so -- to the degree that they 
can accept any minister. Usually a lot of 
church stuff gets thrown in because a 


’ minister represents the church. The church 


has a long history which causes many to 
mistrust. You know, there it sits on the 
corner with its big steeple, representing 
good, and often it’s not. 

PM.How did people here feel about your 
being divorced? 

DS. That was my biggest problem. It 
wasn't so much that | was a woman, but 
being divorced complicated things. | think 
that this congregation is exceptional in its 
attitude. Most of the people here are 
also divorced. When | came the moderator, 


absolutely stinks. Ronald Reagan is worse 
than my worse dream, my worse fantasy. | 
knew he was going to be bad, but he has 
gone beyond anything | could imagine. Itis 
terrible. It has done good things too.. .He 
has radicalized many people. 

In a funny way he really believes what 
he's doing is right But | don’t think he 
understands the United States. He doesn't 
know who's out there. He wishes that 
everybody was still the way they were in 


the 50's. 


PM.The way it is in the movies? 

DS.In the movies: the family, the nice 
kids, the clean shaven, the get a job stuff. 
He doesn't understand that people have 
lost faith. There's a deep distress since 
Vietnam, and Watergate, that Reagan 
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the treasurer, the clerk and the chairperson 
of the committee hiring me were divorced. 
As much as they didn't want to deal with 
that they also couldn't not deal with it. | 
think marriage is a real trap for women the 
way its structured. | tried in my first mar- 
riage to manage housework and jobs. | was 
super-woman. | did everything. And | was 
exhausted all the time, | slept four hours a 
night for years just to keep my house clean 
and my husband well fed. It was crazy. 

PM.How did it feel when that ended? Did 
you feel like it was a personal failure? 

DS- Yes, and a personal success.. | fi- 
gured out that | couldn't keep doing this no 
matter how much everyone else told me | 
should -- or told me | was wonderful. I had 
created a structure around me that said 
“Your re really something, with your home- 
made bread -- look at your job, look at your 
garden.” So | had all these people saying 
“you're an incredible woman” when | was 
dying. I didn't know how to tell people who 
had begun to invest in me as super- person 
that | wasn't. In a way people were re- 
lieved, once | found a way of saying “ Look 
at what I'm doing-- this is crazy.” Butthen| 
encountered a double bind: choose love or 
choose work -- | can’t do both. 

PM. Wall, let me ask you about the 
political climate in the country right now 
and about your feelings about the ERA. 

DS.The political climate in the country 


that hooks the people who are as afraid as 
he is that old idealistic, good America is 
dead. And! don't believe they re more than 
20% of the population. But they're really 
active and everybody else, because of this 
distress, aren't willing to be active. Yet 
89% of the American people said no U.S. 
involvement in El Salvador according to 
the Gallop Pole. 89%! This country has 
never turned down an opportunity to be 
war-like. | think people are beginning to 
realize again what they can actually do. 
This congregation voted to endorse the 
nuclear freeze. There were only two votes 
against it | said “the government won't 
listen, but let’s do it.” | endorse anything 
they want to do as a group. | believe in 
following their energy. People really 
wanted to do this and now they feel so 
good about it. Now Haig has to talk aboutit 
everytime he goes outside, -People here 
are just bursting with enthusiasm because 
they did it. Its just a great feeling, 

_ The threats to abortion and the Consti- 

tution have also radicalized People, The 

women’s movement has given millions of 
women very positive reinforcement to at 

least say when it hurts. The reason ['ve 

givan this amount of time to the ERA 

campaign is to build an organization -- a 

network of women who are committed to 

non-violent direct action. NOWs. stra 

tegies for promoting the ERA are ridicu- 


lous. They insist that if we're real good 
little girls, and write nice letters to a lot of 
nice people and wear dresses and say nice 
things to all these legislators we'll get the 
ERA passed. And the reason NOW buys it 
is that they're all working their way up in 
the democratic party. The leadership has 
become libaral instead of radical. They told 
Sonia Johnson she has to leave the organi- 
zation. Sonia ran a direct action workshop 
at the NOW meetings in Washington last 
fall. She got 300 women there -- 300 
women who are so much more committed 
to their own rights than just writing a letter. 
NOW asked Sonia to leave because they 
don't want to be identified with radical 
strategies! That's crazyl 

The Campus Ministry Women | work 
with have a direct action strategy to go to 
Illinois and sit in at Governor Thompson's 
house, and we're in so much trouble with 
NOW. They think we're being disruptive. 
Yet look at how successful their methods 
have been in getting the ERA passed. It’s 
been defeated four times now. 

PM. So the National Organization of 
Women is really scared of radicals? 

DS.Because they got burned very badly. 

PM.How? 

DS:There’s a terrible history of fighting 
between aradical anda liberal. The liberals 
won. Now theyre running very scared of 
another conflict. | thought Ellie Smeal was 
bigger than that. | thought that she could 
nod in both directions. | think NOW won't 
work -- any big organization won't work -- 
if it can’t have both radicals and liberals. 
That kind of conflict in the women’s move- 
ment is atrocious. We have all these little 
groups that have only one idea and have no 
power because of it 

PM. Because we're so fragmented? 

DS.We need a solution to be able to live 

together side by side -- and maybe even 


hating each other -- but be able to work 
together when we have ‘to. 


PM. What do you think about Helen 
Caldicott's unwillingness to accept the 
lesbians who want to work with her 

DS.That was the NOW conflict. Or one 
form it took That's been a difficult issue for 
me -- | have often been against a particular 
lesbian strategy in groups where I've 
worked. I've wanted them to be more 
political and less connected with lesbian 
goals, but | have learned that you must 
include the lesbian agenda at every stage. 

PM. What brought you to that con- 
clusion? 

DS.The actual liberation of women de- 
pends on lesbianism becoming a valid, 
bona fide socially accepted option for 
women. And if you don’t work for that you 
sell out. That's the view I've come to, and| 
came that way the hard route, Afcking and 
screaming. \f it weren't for three or four 
close friends who are lesbians who 
brought me there, | would still be trying to 
make it work some other way. But this 
goes back to pluralism. You've gotta in- 
clude that agenda. Liberals have got to 
learn to live with that agenda. As much as 
lesbians have to learn to live with the 
liberal agenda. And in my experience, 
lesbians are more willing to go with the 
liberal agenda than liberals are willing to 
accept “those kinds of people” and that 
really makes.me angry. 

PM.Why is it that liberals can’t accept 
lesbians? 

DS. Homophobia. 

PM. What is homophobia? 

DS. Fear of the unknown. 

PM. Or of the self? 

DS.And the solf, 1! think. 

PM. Can: you tell that to your congre- 
gation? 

DS. I did when | preached my first 
sermon. | decided if we were really going 
to live a life together they needed to know 
Cae coming from. My first sermon 
Chis tfane Ae ey is perfect and that 

good people. 

PM.What do you mean? ° 
ee aby ep hatin you don't be- 
body's a sinner ieldaiiecntaes Pena 

tans, And | 
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told them a Story. When | was an intern we 
had a program called “Five Alive’ where 
five students would pick any subject they 
chose to discuss. Sure enough, five gay 
students said they wanted to come ce 
about being gay. And | said to myself “ 
don't need this”, and | didn’t. Thisis a sek 
example of a liberal/gay issue. | was then 
working with migrant workers, who were 
trying to form a union in some apple 
orchards. The president of the college 
where | worked was already fit to be tied 
with me because of that work, and | didn’t 
need anymore trouble. This was 1970, and 
| had caused a lot of trouble as a studentso 
| was on a bit of probation. So [ said 
something like “please don't’ to the gay 
students, Of course they refused, as well 
they might, and within an hour of their 
signs appearing all over campus | was in ! 
the President's office baing asked why | 
was encouraging people to become gay. | 
remember saying | wasn't doing that at all. 
He said, “You know this is a church -- you 
work out of the college church and we 
can't have those kind of people in church.” 


That completely turned me around. | said 
“OK, next Sunday morning I'm not letting 
any sinners into church. We're going to 
lock every door and only the perfect can 
come in.” | was not agreeing that being 
gay was asin, | was just following his logic. 

He lat us have the group and | didn’t get 
fired -- which was great. | used that 
example in my first sermon here to make 
sure the congregation knew that homo- 
sexuality is not wrong to me or to this 
place. Some people thought ! was an 
nouncing | was a lesbian, which was 
an interesting interpretation. 

PM.You probably don’t expect the ERA 
to pass. How will you focus your energy 
afterward? 

DS.1 think I'm going to be causing 
trouble over the failure of the ERA to pass. 
if the ERA just dies and nobody says 
anything, it's going to be atrocious. Right | 
now | want to encourage people to join 
other women from the Valley who | 
QEing Lo \\\inols April 21 . Writing letters is 
important because we need to show we 


have a constituency before we get there. 
This is a very small, grass-roots strategy. | 
don't think it will get Thompson to change 
the 3/5 rulé but it will still demonstrate the 
importance of non-violent, direct action. | 
just think that’s the only way. We Aave to 
get serious -- we have not been serious. 

There is @ majority in Illinois to pass 
the ERA, ‘but the state constitution re- 
quires a 3/5 majority. Thompson has the 
power to enforce @ judicial decision 


waiving the 3/5 requirement. 4 
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he Road | Took to You: 
Stories of Vi 


By Nancy Goldberg 


“Women have often felt insane when 
cleaving to the truth of our experience. Our 
future depends on the sanity of each of us, 
and we have a profound stake, beyond the 
personal, in the project of describing our 

reality as candidly and as fully as we can to 
each other.” 

Adrienne Rich, in 
Women and Honor, Some Notes on Lying 


The Road | Took to You: Stories of 
Women and Craziness is a video-docu- 
mentary produced by the Elizabeth Stone 
House, a women’s residence in the Boston 
area that has been providing support, 
shelter and referral to women in distress 
since 1974, The video gives some of the 
background and history of the program, 
but the story of this remarkable house is 
best told by the women we meet in the 
video, and their willingness to’share the 
circumstances that led them to the Eliza 
beth Stone House, 

Though from very different back- 
grounds, these women share an 
impressive ability to make connections 
between their personal pain and the 
oppressive existence of sexism, racism, 
and classism in their lives. We meet a 
women from an upper middie class 
background. Battered as a child, she grew 
up thinking “it was fun to hurt myself.” We 
hear the self-loathing of an incest victim, 


and the pain that racism and poverty 
inflicts on a single Black mother. 


We also hear about the failure of 


traditional mental health institutions to 
meet the needs of women in distress. A 
young Lesbian woman describes her 


harrowing experience in a_ psychiatric 
hospital. At the intake interview she was 
expected to share her most intimate 
problems in-~front of 15 _ strangers. 
Responding to her statement that she had 
had a painful relationship with a woman, 
conducting the interview 
blurted the humiliating comment,” You 


“mean a girl? You're a Lesbian?” Finally she 


describes her powerlessness and rage 
when she was told that if she refused 
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medication (a sedative prescribed to“calm 
her down” when she left the interview 
agitated and tearful), that it would be 
administered forcibly. 

But for all the anger, sadness, and 
injustice in these women’s stories, 7he 
Road | Took to You is an inspiring and 
‘hopeful document because it makes us 
aware of the potential of programs such as 
the Elizabeth Stone House. The Lesbian 
woman mentioned earlier relates the relief 
she felt at finding herself in an environment 
of women who understood and validated 
her feelings. For each of the womer in the 
video, the Elizabeth Stone House is a place 
where they have gained insight and 
strength to deal with their problems. 

Much of the program's strength is 
rooted in the cooperative functioning of 
the -house. Residents and staff share 
equally in responsibility for the household 
duties and childcare, and the cooperative 
ideal extends to the therapeutic aspects of 


the house as well. Since many of the staff 
peo le were once ace Lakes of the house 
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themselves, the usual rigid boundaries of 

and “client’ fall away. Conse- 

quently the responsibility for giving 

support and feedback to the women in 

distress is shared by everyone. This does" 
away with much of the alienating unequal 

power structure of more traditional 

relationships. Instead an environment has 

been created where women are supported 
in finding their own truths and solutions 
and in turn reach out to help their sisters to 
do the same. And this, according to the 
women of the Elizabeth Stone House, is a 
unique and empowering experience. & 


(“The Road | Took To You: Stories of 
Women and Craziness” was shown as a 
benefit for Necessities/Necessedades. 
Women who would like to learn mere 
about the Elizabeth Stone House or would 
like to rent the video can contact: The 
Elizabeth Stone House, P.O. Box 16, 
Jamaica Plain, MA. 02130 617-522- 
3417). 
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By Kathleen Moran 


Imagine you were plummeted into a male 
environment that challenged you to be a 
woman like none ever known? How would 
you feel if you found that you could outrun, 
outwrestle, and cutshoot most of the men 
that surrounded you? You found that you 
exulted in the challenge, and you dared, 
time after time, to plunge into competition. 
You were living in the middle of a huge, 
dangerous poker game, where you 
manipulated the odds and enjoyed your- 
self immensely. Everything was tumble 
weed and tumbledown. Nothing really 
mattered anyway -- except survival. 

What if, then, things began to change. 
You watch as more people move into your 
beloved, unkempt, goldrush town. You 
observe them as they slowly, inexorably 
impose societal structures upon you that 
you thought you'd left behind. How would 
you react when you suddenly find these 
people looking at you as an aberration, and 

a sinner -- a morally corrupted tramp. 

Would you persist in your pride? Would 
you attempt to conform? Or would you 
become enraged, and fight back by pur- 
posefully arranging incidents that would. 
splatter some down-to-earth mud on the 
clean laundry of pretense that the civilizers 
brought into your life? 


Oddly enough, no one really knows 
what Calamity Jane (born Martha Jane 
Cannery) really felt when her tramping 
ground of Deadwood, tucked away in 
the Black Hills of South Dakota, was 


overrun with settlers. But Susan Baxtresser 


of the Present Stage Theatre in Northamp- 
ton, has a few exciting ideas. 


Baxtressser chose Calamity Jane as her 
first one-woman show because Calamity 
Jane is an attractive popular subject 
Jane's indomitable temperament is 
alluring to any feminist actor, as well as to 
any of us who have had to struggle against 
authority. Among her exploits, Calamity is 
reported to have beaten up a policeman on 
one of her Eastern tours. What is even 
more enticing to the artist who seeks to 
recreate an historic personality and the 
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period she lived in, is the inherently 
dramatic quality of Calamity's _ life. 
Baxtresser stated musingly, “It's almost as 
if she wrote her own script and lived by it.” 

There are problems for the researcher. 
The main difficulty is that the stories of her 
life are crowded with contradictions. Vary- 
ing sources report that she was born in 
three different midwestern towns. Some 
accounts have her married up to thirteen 
times, while other historians find her 
married to only one man, At one point a 
woman, claiming to be Calamity s daughter, 
came forth with a diary purporting to be 
written by the intrepid hell-raiser, but 
many researchers doubt the authenticity of 
this journal. Calamity herself seems to 
have added to the confusion, by making up 
stories about her exploits that were to add 
to her reputation as one of the more 
memorable characters of a reckless period 
in American history. 

There are certain incontrovertible facts 
and incidences that show Calamity to be 
deserving of respect. There are times 
when she acted heroically to rescue 
people from a stage being robbed or to 
capture Wild Bill Hickock’s killer. Andthen 
there are moments when she acted plain 
dastardly, like the time she threatened to 
blow off a hecklers toes. What obviously 
fascinates Baxtresser most is the woman 
behind the myth. And what she seeks to 
accomplish in Calamity Jane is to reveal 
that woman through exploring the stories. 

An added twist to the Calamity story is 
Baxtresser’s portrayal of a woman who is 
playing herself. That is, she plays Calamity 
Jane, a woman with an enormous sense of 
ironic humor, who watches herself 
recounting the shocking tales of herself 
(for money - Calamity toured for years in 
the infamous ‘Wild West’ shows) to the 
very types of people who rejected her. This 
allows Baxtresser, a very accomplished 
actress, to present a varied range of 
emotions. The angry condescension, the 
humor, the pleading for love, are as rugged 
and diverse as the Western landscape that 
harbored Calamity Jane. 

See Calamity Jane at the Present Stage 
Theatre in Northampton the weekend of 
April 23. The play will run four weeks 
(Friday through Sunday). A : 
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Suzanne Baxtresser as Calamity Jane. Photo by Tobey. 
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- & Feminist in London 


By Ann Ferguson 


This is the second part of Ann 
Ferguson's assessment of the British 
Women's Movement 

The question of racein England is rather 
different than in the U.S. The U.S, has 
always been ethnically diverse because of 
its history of successive waves of 
immigrants, the institution of slavery 
which forcibly incorporated African slaves 
and their descendents into American 
culture and the way in which both of these 
processes occurred by a forcible 
suppression of native American culture. 
While the process of incorporating diff- 
erences was anything but/ust and fair, it is 
still quite a bit farther along than in Britain, 
where the national and athnic question 
has until recently been limited to disputes 
between white minorities (Welsh, Scottish 
and Irish) and the dominant English. 
Recent waves of immigration from India, 
Africa, Pakistan and the West Indies has 
changed all that. 

England as a post- imperialist country has 
had a depressed economy for much longer 
than the U.S., and Thatcher's right-wing 
policies have wreaked more havoc than 
Reagan's measures have yet The recent 
racial crises in England are due to the 
economic crisis: a homogeneous but 
desperate white working class confronted 
with nonwhite, non-British immigrants 
fom different languages and cultures, 
competing for jobs that are increasingly 

serce. Race hostility can easily. be 
couched in a nationalist framework: we 
British vs. the foreigners. The valuable 
work with feminist and leftists in Britain 
8a doing around the race question is 
vvike What is being done in the Women's 
Movement here to raise consciousness 
about racism. Here, much anti-racist work 
is directed to an already politicized 
feminist movement as a way to uncover 
unconscious racist presuppositions and 
feelings. In England, the work to be done is 
directly with overtly racist nonpolitical 
working class people. For example, a 
feminist man | met, Roger Hewitt, was 
Working directly with white, racist “skin- 
heads” (teenage boy-gangs) to deal with 
their racism and their sexism. He was 
trying to refocus their anger away from 
nonwhite gangs onto Tory government 
policies which have eliminated job training 
Programs for teenagers. 

My housemate then, Judy Wolfram is a 
socialist-feminist single mother who lives 
in a well-kept, racially-integrated working 
class area of South London. She teaches 
social workers, and incorporates educa 
tion about West Indian, Pakistani and 
Indian culture into her curriculum as 8 way 
to overcome cultural chauvinism with her 
students, who will be directly involved 
With foreign clients. 

The race question, tied as it is to 
economic questions, is a more integral 


Car Stereo 
Audiophile Records 
Expert Advice 


Full Service Department 


Good Advice—Honest Pree’ 


ve.o2 King St (Rte 3 Neorthampnon, MA C5000 (413) 554-4347 


| SOUND & MUSIC 


Dart of the oractical political issues that » 


English socialistfeminists are dealing 
with than it seems to be in this country. A 
current issue in British politics is the 
Thatcher-backed new Nationalities Bill, 
which is clearly racist in that it deprives 
largely nonwhite British commonwealth 
members of some of the rights they had 
previously enjoyed before emigrating to 
England, while allowing the children of 
white ex-patriates (eg. in Zimbabwe, 
South Africa, ote.) to retain these rights. 
Socialist-feminist rallies regularly support 
Progressive racial positions. | attended 
one in the Spring against Thatcher's Tory 
party budget cuts as they oppress women. 
At the rally were striking women workers 
from plants in Scotland, Oxford and 
Manchester, Indian women who faced 


deportation because of divorce and/or 


a 


Tory Hughes graphic 


and bookshops, women’s businesses, 
music festivals, even accessibla women’s 
bars are in much scarcer supply. Fewer 
Lesbians are “out’ in their feminist work, 
and among organized women's socialist- 
feminist groups (other than Big Flame 
which is mixed left) there has been littlo 
legitimation of sexuality as a political topic 
per se. 

This situation is changing somewhat It 
has been spurred on by the horrible events 
surrounding the career of the "Yorkshire 
Ripper,” a man eventually brought to trial 
for the murders of at least 18 women, 13 of 
whom were prostitutes. The Ripper 
claimed he had heard the voice of God 
commanding him to eliminate ‘unclean 
women” (i.e. prostitutes) but in fact he 
came to define his task more broadly as the 


“MOMMY, WHEN CAN IWEY BAY WIT ME?” 


whose children had not been allowed to 
emigrate. The effect of such a coalition of 
groups, led by feminists, is to strengthen 
each separate interest group in support of 
its own struggles. This is something that is 
beginning to happen in the States as well. 
The recent Labor Solidarity Day March in 
Washington, D.C., was jointly sponsored 
by NOW and brought out 400,000 people; 
1/4 minority black and hispanic, 50% 
women, many community women at their 
first political demonstration, and | saw 
many UAW men and boys marching with 
ERA Yes signs! 

If the British Women's Movement is 
more class and race conscious in its 
practical political focus than the U.S. 
Women’s Movement, its lack of radical 
feminist theory and culture is sadly evident 
in the less advantageous situation of 
lesbianism within the movement. Part of 
this is no doubt due to a generally more 
sexually repressive society: after all, it was 
Queen Victoria who argued against the 
inclusion of lesbians into the anti-sodomy 
laws of the time, on the grounds that 
women just didn’t do that sort of thingl The 
nourishing aspects of lesbian- feminist 

cuNae that we take for pe here - 
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elimination of any single woman alone in 
the streets at night. Ironically, the Ripper 
lived in Leeds, one of the strongholds of 
the Revolutionary Feminist branch of the 
English Women’s Movement--that branch 
most actively organizing around sexual 
violence against women. 

Not only is the practical political work of 
revolutionary and socialist-feminists likely 
to be different, but their living areas also 
are different. Socialist-feminists tend to 
concentrate in London, and many are 
academics and/or writers who engage in 
little acitivism. Revolutionary feminists, on 
the contrary, are usually cultural activists, 
living in all-women networks in small 
provincial towns and cities like Leeds, 
Birmingham, etc. The Revolutionary 
Feminist newsletter called W.I.R.E.S. have 
recently been hotly debating the issue of 
whether lesbianism is the vanguard of 
feminism. Limited editions to women only 
of a pamphlet called Love Your Enemy? 
were selling like hotcakes when | left at the 
end of June. This pamphlet contains a 
strong statement from a Leeds-based 
revolutionary feminist collective holding 
that men are the enemy and lesbianism is 
the only true Meal Sart sexual paclee 
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W.I.R.E.S. in response to this statement. 
The tone and style of the statement and 
many of the letters is reminiscent of the 
CLIT papers in OFF OUR BACKS, 1974, 
and of several of the lesbian/straight splits 
that occurred internally in American 
women’s groups around that time, such as 
the one occurring here in the Valley 
Women’s Union in 1976. Seeing this 
process now developing in England is like 
a deja vu experience of 7 years ago in 
terms of U.S. developments. As a non- 
separatist lesbian-feminist, | have mixed 
feelings about this debate. I'm glad that we 
are over that rather destructive phase of 
the Women's Movement here: | never felt 
it was healthy to guilt trip each other about 
which of our sexual practices involved 
“sleeping with the enemy’ (consider the 
analogous line on racism and its effect on 
interracial couples). 

In spite of these doubts, | think a 
necessary phase of any fully empowering 
Women’s Movement must validate 
lesbianism as an essential aspect of that 
movement In this sense, what is 
happening in England now may be 
necessary, although it is, predictably, 
causing a lot of pain, anger, and confusion 
in dedicated straight feminists | know 
there. 

The First National Lesbian Conference 
occurred in London last Spring and was an 
important step toward defining an 
autonomous pride in English lesbianism. 
Culturally there is still a long way to go, 
however, as was evidenced by the fact that 
English bobbies beat up and arrested 
about 20 women from the Conference who 
came to the defense of a woman passerby 
being beaten by her male lover. 

| left England with a stronger under- 
standing that if international feminism is to 
succeed, American faminists must 
develop a sense of the importance of 
cultural context in defining feminist 
issues. It is our responsibility to learn more 
about European and Latin American 
feminist movements, to appreciate the 
diversity in what counts as a ‘feminist’ 
issue, and to support our sisters in their 
self-defined struggles. As the richest and 
most theoretically developed Women's 
Movement in the world today, we need to 
look beyond our internal factional disputes 
in order to appreciate our strengths. At the 
same time, we need to overcome our 
existing limitations as a radical movement 
for social change, particularly those of 
dealing effectively with issues of race, 
class, and imperialism. With El Salvador 
looking more and more like the Vietnam of 
the 80's, the nuclear arms race escalating 
and the New Right attempting to whip up 
racism, sexism and homophobia we need 
to learn new ways of protecting the gains 
of American feminism in the 70's. At the 
same time we must develop a viable 
Strategy for feminist coalitions with Left 
groups dealing with these broader issues 
of social injustice that we must confront if 
we Seriously believe that no woman canbe 
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book Unforgettable Fire, a book of 
drawings by the survivors of Hiroshima. 
She described a man holding his eyeball, a 
charcoal mother holding her charcoal 
baby, and a dead mother with her five 
infant still sucking at her breast. “You 
should see this book,” Caldicott said, 
“because this is 1982 and the nuclear era. 
\f we continue to practice denial we won't 
get to 1990.” 

Caldicott said we are displacing it 
Joanna Rogers Macy, in her article “How 
to Deal with Despair,” said, “As a society, 
we are caught between an impending 
sense of apocalypse and an inability to 
acknowledge it.” 

Where had all those memories been that 
| held in for thirty years? Did my brain have 

. to work hard to hold them in? Caldicott said 
it takes less energy to let the feelings go. 
“Dive right into the emotional stream,” she 
Baid, urging us to action. 

Last November Caldicott spoke to 
300,000 antinuclear demonstrators in 
Bonn, There was a cover picture on the 
N.Y. Times Magazine (November 15, 
1981) showing a young woman with her 
face whitened, wearing black clothing and 
a pink scarf, She held a sign saying, ‘Wir 
Wollen Kein Euroshima” (We don’t want 
any Euroshima).. 

Caldicott explained the angst in Europe 


which _ is manifesting itself_as psycho 
‘ 1 
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scenes of Emma riding with Stretch, the 
bionic. dyke, on a motorcycle. Cicily puts 
on a pillbox hat with a net mesh demurely 
covering her face. Stretch puts on her bike 
helmet. The woman with the face mask 
pulls off the last pieces. 

There is a certain sadness that the two 
women who were so close did not realize 
the relationship between them. 

Greta’s Girls by Greta Schiller and T. 
Seid is a black and white portrait of two 
lesbians and their dog Jezebel living one 
day of their life in New York. There is 
warmth in the film and tender humor 
interspersed with their ways of coping 
with life’s little catastrophes. 

The lyrics “Go gentle on me sister 
because the rest of the world isn’t’ are 
from a song by Diana Davies and are 
repeated as the film's theme. Some 
viewers felt the movie was syrupy sweet. 

Double Strength by Barbara Hammer 
has more experimental film techniques 
than the others. Most of the film shows an 

older woman's athletic body and displays 
her strength as she swings ona trapeze or 
does handstands on the floor. The sound 
track describes the film maker's relation- 
ship with this trapeze artist The sound- 
track also includes sounds of lovemaking, 
Al 
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somatic diseases. She reminded s of 
Reagan’s statement about fighting a 
limited tactical nuclear war in Europe. She 
explained that it is cheaper to put 
hydrogen bombs in Europe than soldiers. 
She revealed that the rivalry between the 
branches of the military over weapons is 
more acute than between the U.S. and 
Russia, We learned about strategic 
weapons and the MIRV (10 hydrogen 
bombs on one rocket). We learned that 
“soft targets’ are people. We found out 
that any nuclear weapons system can be 
bypassed by an_ intelligent person. 
Caldicott reminded us of a news story the 
week before when a Japanese pilot went 
mad and pulled the plane engines into 
reverse. But, many people believe-that an 
electronic failure, and not a human being, 
will “push the button.” 

What about the youth of today? In 
Europe they are marching. Europeans have 
known war. A study of 1,000 adolescents 
in Boston revealed that they feel they have 
no. future. Caldicott also said that the 
military likes the new electronic games 
because they teach our kids how to play 
nuclear war games. After all, volunteerism 
is downl 

The bombs of today are much larger 
than the ones used in Japan. Today there 
would be no “outside world’ to care for 
survivors. Ninety percent of the world’s 
population would be destroyed. Dr. 
Caldicott said it is “medically unethical to 
talk about survival of a nuclear war.” 

The 10% who would survive in shelters 

ically-re-emerae for two 
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Bicycle Built for Two" and assorted 
jungle sounds while the artist climbed 
naked in a tree. There is one great scene 


done with tree lights wrapped around the 
bodies of the two women. 

The movie is very abstract. Interpre- 
tations ranged from transcending one's 
physical body, death, death of a relation- 
ship, and “an Athletic Film.” 

Dyketactics, also by Barbara Hammer, 
was shown last. It was announced that this 
film was put last in order that anyone 
offended by explicit sex scenes could 
leave. The announcement brought a lot of 
laughter but showed sensitivity by the 
festival sponsors. 

The sensuality of the sex scenes would 
be lost if an attempt was made to put it into 
words. The camera captures much of it. 

This film was the oldest (1974). | had 
seen it about seven years ago at a gay film 
festival at Harvard. The few lesbians in the 
audience’had to sit through explicitly gay 
male sex scenes. Conversely the gay males 
had to sit through Dyketactics. It was a 
very strange and strained audience. | 
welcomed the chance to view it again with 
an all-woman audience. 


Z 


Hopefully Variations can repeat this 
again but with a woman-only audience 
(including the Projectionist). Those 
women whose principles had not allowed 
them to stay could share in viewing the 
wonderful world of Lesbian Filmdom. & 
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months. Then they could only core out for 
short periods. Oak Ridge Laboratory made. 
an announcement during a White House 
old-age conference that people over 40 
should become the emergents and 
scavage for food. This plan would statis- 
tically decrease the death rate. 

Caldicott reminded us that our current 
administration is talking of “fighting and 
winning a nuclear war,’ They believe the 
Trident 2 and the MX can “kilf’ a Russian 
missile silo. There are actual plans for 
economic recovery after nuclear war. All 
major corporations have their records 
underground. This is incredulous for an 
audience that had just visually and 
viscerally experienced nuclear war. 

As a woman, Helen Caldicott told us, 
“I'm in love with this Earth. I'm in love with 
my kids.’ Dr. Caldicott, a pediatrician, said 
“{'m in love with babies all over the world. 
A baby is a baby is a baby.” 

-Dr. Helen Caldicott has been an activist 
since 1971 when she protested the French 
open air testing in the Pacific. She is on 
leave from the cystic fibrosis clinic in 
Boston to do full-time disarmament work. 
As an acitivist she said, “Nationalism is 
totally an anachronism. We are in a lifeboat 
together. If you don’t like the person at the 
other end of the boat, you don't drill a hale 
in his end to fix him.” 

Americans are practicing manic denial 
with our hot tubs and new china for the 
White House. Caldicott said that the 
Americans who realize the end of the 
world is imminent are experiencing the 


i stage of grief. “Survival _is our strongest 


from page 7 
the Native First Peoples of this continent. 
Ignorance of the true histories of the 
“foreigners” - our grandparents, parents, 
ourselves - Irish, Italian, Jewish, African, 
Chicana, Japanese... - whose sweat built 
the factories, laid the railroads, ran the 


mills, and plowed the farms of this melting 
pot empire. 


The fear of aliens has been used against 
me and my people: “dirty immigrant,” 
“greasy Italian,” “ Oriental Jew,” Lesbians 
ruining ‘our neighborhood.” ” Protect the 
purity of the neighborhood, the nation, the 
race.” Inthe name of purity my great aunts 
and uncles were driven into gas chambers. 

Each time | know the alien is me my fight 
is stronger. My allies are many. 

Each time I refuse to change my name/ 
hide my labyris/ straighten my hair/ un- 
learn my accent | become less alien to 
myself, 

When we look to the stories from our 


... Jewish Lesbians 
| 
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pulls open. The jaws hold much 


unconscious Stress. A tight jaw also means 
a tight nape of the neck, which is a simple 
set-up for a headache. 
C. Roller under neck 
Now you're ready to work with your 
head. Stide the roller out from under your 
hips, and place it underyour neck If itfeels 
high, unravel the roller some. The roller 
ought to support your neck just enough to 
allow the back of your head to graze the 
floor. 
With the+ips of your fingers, massage in 
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instinct. But we are in a collective state of 


suicide.” She is again urging us to action. 
A Mothers Day Rally will be held May 9th 
on the Boston Common. “If you haven't got 


a baby, borrow onel” 
Caldicott released us then from our 


prison of horrors. Mirth not MIRV reigned. 

Caldicott said she started the Women's 
Party for Survival because “an aroused 
woman is. absolutely unstoppable.” 
Whether or not she meant it in a sexist 
sense or not, many people taughed. Her 
next comment was unfortunately not heard 
by all who were still laughing. “The woman 
most in need of liberation is the woman in 


every man.” . 
She then gave us the funny picture of 


Babies Against the Pentagon (BAP) in 
which hundreds of naked toddlers would 
be released to picket the military. Is this a 
trivialization of the Women’s Pentagon © 
Action? 


As the question period brought an end 
to the speech, a woman asked for a 
comparison of low level radiation from 
power plants and hospitals. Although 
Caldicott answered specifically, she said 
asking such as question, in light of the 
destruction of our planet, was a form of 
displacement. 

| thought of my own political actions. My 
causes seemed insignificant in compar- 
ison. Yet | feel there is a larger enemy. The 
Octopus of Patriarchy has many tentacles. 
We have seen them as Reaganomics. 
Certainly the largest tentacle is nuclear 
madness. Its death‘ grip may squeeze the. 
life from our Earth. 


Se a | = 
invent pride, courage, resistance for the 


first time. We come from a line of fighters. 


“...For Rosa Robota who smuggled dynamite in the hem 
of her dress. 


For Sima of Minsk, who was small enough to slip 
* through the Ghetto fence and smuggled notes, 

For Sinta who was twelve 

Sisters,can I ever be as brave as you?...” 


We need who we are to fight We need 
our womon-love, we need what we know 


about endurance, patience, and rage. We 
in the belly of the beast nave gor to STOP 


feeding it with our blood - as it feeds off the 
blood and gold and dirt of all the earth. 

Bitter Herbs and Dynamite is a gathering 
of our rage and sorrow. It is a celebration of 
our survival and an affirmation that we 
need each other, we need fighting women 
everywhere. 

This performance is giving our blood 
back to ourselves. A 
Bitter Herbs and Dynamite, a poetry 
reading by Deborah Seidman, Kore 
Sapphire, and Rivka Lillian, will be 
presented Friday May 7 and Saturday 
May 15 at Thornes Market in North 


own-pasts, -we know we do not have_to- -ampton. For information-call 584-1488, 


circular movements from the bridge of your 
nose, along the ridge of your cheekbones, 
and over the bones surrounding your ears. 
Let the fingertips meet at the back of your 
skull, Then circle your way up the middle of 
your head, to the forehead. Massage above 
the eyebrows, and down to the sockets 
where the jaw bones meet. With your 
mouth held loosely, massage the joints. 
Just rest quietly for a moment. When you 
feel like it, rollonto yourside, andstand up. 

Try using the roller when you come 
home from work or just before going to 


bed. It Il make a difference in your morning 
attitude. & 
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Courses & Workshops _ 


Course Proposals Sought: subjects: 
needed include women and minorities 
fine and performing arts, human ser- 
vices. Funded as single course fees for 
1982-3. Orientation: entry level students 
in residential context. Send title, des 
cription, syllabus, reading list, resume to 
Academic Affairs, John Adams Lobby, 
Southwest, University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst; call 545-2803. Deadline: April 
Natural body care: A 1-day Workshop 
shop for women with Lorraine Lipani 
Learn simple,natural skills to relieve 
spinal tension headaches, anxiety and 
fatigue. A variety of helpful folk reme- 
dies,as well as specific massage, stretch- 
ing, and imagery techniques can ease 
your body through stressful times. Sat, 


Come to Cherry Hill 


The National Women’s Health Network has 
joined a coalition of organizatins spearheaded by 
the National Organization for Women (NOW), 
which is planning a major counter event to the 
National Right-to-Life convention to be held in 
Cherry Hill, NJ. (near Philadelphia, Pa) on July 
17, 1982. The theme of the counter demonstration 
is; “In support of Women’s Lives: Abortion Rights 
Action” 

Start now to organize caravans from your com- 
munity. Keep us informed of your progress and let 
us know how we can help you The National 
Women's Health Network's Board of Directors has 
voted to make the Cherry Hill event our ‘major 
reproductive rights action this year. We need your 
help to bring thousands of women and their 
families to Cherry Hill 

For more information write to: JoAnne Fischer, 
co-chur, NWHN Reproductive Rights Committee, 
224 Seventh St S.E, Washington, DC. 20003. 
Valley Women Artists Exhibit 

Two gallery talks about The Valley Women 
Artists Fourth Annual Juried Exhibition will be 

Bent Keane Mochon, UMass professor of art 
histon: She will speak April 4 at2 pm and April 13 
at &pm in the Hampshire College Gallery in the 
Library Center, Hampshire College. The show 
willbe on view through April 17. Gallery hours are 
Monday through Saturday 12:30 to 5 pm. 
Early Infant Death 

Support group for women who have ex- 
Penenced miscarriage, stillbirth or early infant 
death now forming in Amherst/Northampton 
area Contact Allison Dayno in N'ton 
Supervision Group for Therapists 

Group for therapists working in agencies or 
private practice will focus on clinical case material 
and on therapis blocks. Fee. Contact co-leaders Ira 


Sharkey in Amherst or Julie Redstone in Hadley 
for info. 


Caring for Elderly Relatives 

For those who are caring for elders at home or at 
adistance, physically or emotionally. Meets every 
other Monday at noon at St John’s Episcopal 
Church, Elm St, Northampton through May 3. 
Fee. Contact Georgia Sassen or Pat Warner at 
Franklin Hampshire Community Mental Health 
Center, Pleasant St, N’ton. 


Birthmother 

Informal support and discussion for women 
who have surrendered a child for adoption. Meets 
second Sunday of the month. For info. contact 
Helen O'Donnell at Everywoman’s Center, 


April 24 12-4 pm. Fee: $25-40, sliding 
scale. Kephyr Studio, 3rd floor at 
Thornes Market, Northampton, MA.For 
Info/registration, contact Lorraine Lip- 
ani, Box 105, Sunderland, MA,(413)665- 
7577 


Racism Workshop:Racism and the 
Women’s Community: Three separate 
workshops offered by Angela Giudice. 
Apr. 24-25, May 15-16 and six week 
course beginning Apr. 15. Very reason- 
able sliding scales. For more info and to 
register, call 586-8436 or 545-0290. 


Womancraft: Spring/Summer course 
offerings in skills toward psychic self 
healing with Jean Janani Erlbaumn. In- 
‘troductory evening workshop May 10 in 
Amherst. Womancraft I & Il 10 week 
classes start week of May 16. Call 584- 
1000 or (413) 773-9744. 


Hatha Yoga for women: offering yoga 
instruction for beginning & intermedi- 
ate students, focusing on aspects most 
helpful to women. We will meet Mon- 
days in Amherst. Call Jean-Janani Erl- . 
baum, (413 584-1000) or (413) 773-9744. 


Me Ws, 
Us 
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Poor Women's Task Force 
Offers walk-in financial ald counseling Wed- 
nesdays, 3:30-6:30 at Everywomar’s Center, Wil 
der Hall, UMass. 
Mothers and Babies 
Informal weekly gatherings to share ideas and 
concerns. Sponsored by the Pioneer Valley Child- 
birth Ed. Association. Call Kathy Subocz, River- 
side Dr, Nton or Melinda Schneider, High St, 
Florence. Open to all. ; 


Youth Employment Opportunities 
The Mayor's Youth Services Council in Nton is 
operating a Rent-a-Kid Program which matches 
youth 14-18 years old with people who need baby 
sitters, yard workers, snow shovelers, etc. Inter- 
ested youth can obtain applications in the high 
school guidance office. 
Psychotherapy Group for Men and Women 
Now forming, Will meet Tuesday evening in 
Amherst center. Contact Kent Poey or Joan Sarnat, 
79 So. Pleasant St, Amherst 
Childkee Choice 


Ten- week group for women over 30 who have 


decided not to have children is now forming, Write 


Lois Miragiia, 10 Overlook Drive, Amherst 
Recall of Incomplete Books 

Some copies of the third printing of Volume 11 of 
Ancient Mirrors of Womanhood by Merlin Stone are 
missing the first 32 pages. If you have acopy of Vol. 
II that does not contain a title page, the three pages 
of the table of contents, and the entire section on 
ancient Goddess reverence in India but instead 
begins with the chapter “Of Sea and Star and 
Serpent” (the section on Goddess reverence in 
ancient Sumer) please send the book back to us 
We will send you a perfect copy of the book plus 
one dollar to cover your postage. Please send 
incomplete Vol Ifs to: New Sibylline Books, Inc, 
Box 266 - Village Station, New York N.Y. 10014. 
Your new. book will be sent to you as soon as we 
receive the incomplete one. And please pass this 
information along to anyone who might own such 
a book 
Educational Opportunities 

Vocational Teacher Education for minorities 
Night classes or Saturdays at Westfield State. For 
info: (413) 568-3311 x449 or write: Evelyn R 
Parks, Westfield State College, Parenzo Rm 221, 
Westfield, MA. 01086. 
Sexual Abuse Vichims 

Research for my masters thesis is on child sexual 
abuse. If you are a victim of father-daughter sex 
abuse and are willing to answer a 20-minute 
questionaire, call Shanti Shapiro 584-5895. Name 
will not be used. 
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Tradeswomen 

Skilled Carpentry: Custom de 
signing, architectural drawings, solar 
greenhouses, houses, barns, solar retro- 
fits, roofing, repairs. Call Nancy Hazard, 
Greenfield, MA (413) 774-5667 or write 
Anne Perkins, RFD #1 Orange, MA. 
Small Business Owners: Don't need 


Therapy Groups 
A 9 week therapy group for women whose mo- 
thers were victimized (battered by husbands, 
abused by “mental health’ institutions, etc) will 
begin April 8. We will look at the mother/ daughter 
relationship, self image, caretaking, intimacy, de- 
pendency, and other issues. A short interview is 
necessary before registration. The group will meet 
in Northampton on Thursdays, 7-9 pm (There isa 
possibility of a second group meeting during 
daytime). Call Joanna Colrain at 584-1017. 

Our Mothers/ Ourselves: 10 week therapy group 
for women, Explore how your relationship with 
your mother affects your sense of self Begins 
Tuesday, April20,7-9 pm, CIRCA COUNSELING 
AND THERAPY ASSOCIATES in Northampton. 
Small group, $12 asession. Led by Lynn Matteson; 
call her to register at 586-6471. 


Women in Buddhism 

A Symposium on Women in Buddhism, July 1- 
5, 1982. Naropa Institute, 1111 Pearl St, Boulder, 
CO 810302, 303-447-9025. $75.00 for conference, 
hopsing $56.00 (includes 2 meals a day). For 
further information, please contact Naropa Inst 
tute, 303-444-0202, 
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a full-time bookkeeper but tired of stay- 
ing up nights balancing your checking 
account? Experienced bookkeeper is 
looking for small accounts to do at home. 
Will pick up & deliver in Northampton, 
Hilltown area. Dependable, confidential 
reasonable rates. (413) 268-7111, after- 
noons, evenings. 


Books for Review 

Nice Jewish Girls: A Lesbian Anthology is available 
from Persephone Press Inc., P.O, Box 7222, Water- 
town, MA. 02172. Call the Voice - we'll order a 
copy for you to review. 584-2479. 

Daddy's Girl — An Incest Survivor's Story by Judy 
Freespirit is available from the Valley Women’s 
Voice. We need women willing to review this or 
other books. Call 584-2479. 

Allthe Women are White All the Blacks are Men BUT 
SOME OF US ARE BRAVE is available at Womon- 
fyre or through the Feminist Press, Box 334, Old 
Westbury, N.Y. 11568. Call the VWV-- we'll order 
a copy for you to review. 584-2479. 

Rocking the Cradle: Lesbian Mothers, A Challenge in 
Family Living, will be published this Mother's Day 
by Alyson Publications. In bookstores or send 
$5.95 plus 75¢ postage to P.O. Box 2783, Boston, 
MA. 02208. 

Sex Equity Guide 

The Institutional Self Study Guide on Sex Equi- 
ty for Post Secandary Edugational Institutions is 
available for $10 from the Pi®ject on the Status and 
Education of Women, 1818 R Street N.W, Wash- 
ington D.C. 20009. 
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©Toni Liversage, founder of No to Nuclear Wea- 


pons of Denmark will speak as part of the US- 
European Tour ‘82. 12-1:30 pm at Northampton 
Unitarian Society and 8:00 at Amherst Unitarian 
Meetinghouse. 
©Women’s Media Project 7-10 WMUA 91.1 fm 
®Virginia Eskin-piano recital of works by women 
at the Smith college Museum 8 pm Info: 584-2709. 
Isis, reproductive rights group meeting, Bangs 
Community Center, Amherst, MA 
®Anna Seghers & Simone DeBeauvoir. Engaged 
women writers, Berlin-Paris. Christiane Zehl- 
Romero of Tufts U. will speak Thursday at 8 in 
Smith College Alumnae House. 
®*You Have Struck A Rock’ a film on the partici 
pation of women in the liberation struggle and 
“South Africa Belongs to Us’ at Student Unionrm 
216, UMass at 8 pm. free. . 
®Mark Sandrich’s “Top Hat’ at 7:10 and 9:10 pm 
at the Pleasant St Theatre, until April 5. 
®Eric Rohmer’ “The Aviators Wife” at 6, 8 and 
10Wd.,, Sat, Mon & Tues and at 4, 6, 8 and 10 
Thurs, to Sun. at the Pleasant St. Theater, Nton 
until April 6. Friday 2 
Dance Spree at 8:30-11:30 at the People’s Insti- 
tute, 38 Gothic St, Nton 
°Toni Liversage, Co-founder of the Danish move- 
ment, “No to Nuclear Weapons” and part of the 
US-European Peace Tour ’82. speaking on “Why 
we're saying no to Nuclear Weapons” in Campus 
Center Bld. rm 905-909 at UMass 11:30 am. ~ 
*Women in Science Seminar Series presents 
“Gender Ideology and the Formation of Modern 
Science.” Lecture by Evelyn Fox Keller, visiting 
professor of Mathematics and Humanities, North- 
eastern U. 12-1:30 pm Hampshire College, Cole 
Science Center Rm. 202. 
©Pink Triangles: A study of prejudices against gay 
menand lesbians. 8 pm at U.Conn. school of social 
work rm. 221-222. free. 
°Teen Council at Another Place. Rt 123, Green- 
ville, N.H. 03048. (603) 878-9883. through April 4. 
®Nonviolence: A total Approach Weekend work- 
shop with Wally Nelson. Woolman Hill, Deerfield, 
MA 01342. 774-8462, 773-7427. 
©Contradance at the Unitarian Meetinghouse, 121 
N. Pleasant St Amherst. 8 pm Instructions given. 
Saturday 3 
©Flights of Fancy —- Pioneer Valley Ballet. 8 pm at 
the Academy of Music. 
®Women's Experimental Films at Wright Hall 
Smith College. 8 pm “Diary of an African Nun”, 
“Phoelix’, “A Jury of Her Peers’. $2. ' 
®Massage: A way to relax. 2-day workshop with 
Patricia Wachter. 10-5. Info: 253-2500. 
®Book sale at the Unitarian Church basement 220 
Main St, Nton 11-4. 
Lynne Meryl, Vocal/Bass duet. Chuck's Steak 
House, Thornes Mkt N’ton. 9:30. 
*Elfin Puppet Theater “Toad and Wings” and 
“Zlathie the Goat’ at 1 and3 pm atthe Pleasant St 
Theater, N’ton 
Sunday 4 
®Creation v. Evolution. Dr. Duane T. Gish, Scien- 
tist, Author. 7:30 Mahar Auditoruim, Umass. 
®Cummington Community of the Arts spring 
reading series, 2:30 pm at Jones Library, Amherst. 
Robin Becker reading from her new book of 
poems “Back Talk’. free. 
®Soup and salad dinner at the Common Womon 
5-6:30. Reservations 584-5470. Dessert and be- 
verages after Cris Williamson concert. 
®Flights of Fancy. see April 3. 
®Women’s Experimental Films at Wright Hall 
Smith College. 8 pm. “Out of Hand’, “My Version 


of the Falf’, “Dark Glasses”, “Fat Boy”, “Inner 
City”, “Another Great Day”, “She/ Va”, “An Even- 
ing at Home”. $2. 

®Mose Allison with Claire Arenius on drums. Iron 
Horse Coffee House, 20 Center St, N’ton 584- 
0610. 

Spring Fever Poems by Kore Sapphire at Feast 
and Folly, Pleasant St, N'ton. 

Amnesty International Group’76 meeting 12:30 
pm. at Unitarian Society. 220 Main St, N’ton. 


®Cris Williamson and Jackie Robbins appearing in 
a benefit for Women and Life on Earth J.M 
Greene Hall, Smith College. 7 pm. $7, $7.50, $8. 
reserved seating Childcare. Info:584-2637. 


Monday 5 
®The Healing Process as seen by the Dream 
Bridger and Image-Maker. A lecture by Helen S. 
Williams MLD. 253-2500. Pioneer Valley Center 
for the Healing Arts. 17 Kellogg Ave. Amherst. 
®Exhibition in UMass Campus Center Rms. 162- 


Alive! 


175 of photographs of life under apartheid, video- 
tapes The Last Drop of Blood” & “The Battle for 
South Africa” and a slide show about South Africa 
provided by Mass. Divest. Shown continuously 
from 9 am to 3 pm through April 9. 
°Southern Africa Solidarity Committee “ Material 
Aid Campaign’ to begin. Call Geoff 256-0340. 
Tuesday 6 
American Friends Serivice Committee volun- 
teers gathering to coordinate buses to the June 12 
United Nations Rally. For information: 584-8975. 
° Western Mass. Latin American Solidarity Commit- 
tee, 5:30 in Machmar, UMass. E-37. 
© Northampton City Council Open House on Civil 
Defense 7:30 pm. at Northampton High School, 
Little Theatre, 380 Elm St Nton. 
Julia Burrough at the Iron Horse Coffee House 20 
Center St, N’ton. 584-0610. 
° Marge Piercy reading at Ziesing Bros. 768 Main 
St, Willimantic Conn. (203) 423-5836. 
© The Liberation Struggle in South Africa and the 
International Year of Sanctions Against South 
Africa’ Speaker Johnnie M. Makatin, Chief Repre- 
sentative to the U.N. of the African National 
Congress. Student Union Ballroom at8 pm. Child- 
care. Call 596-4278 or 545-3161. 
®French experimental Film presented by Valley 
Independent Cinema at the Pleasant St Theater, 
Nton at 7 and 9 pm 
® Orientation for parent aid volunteer effort. 7:30 
at Children’s Aid and Family Services. 8 Trumbell 
Rd, Non. Call for info. 
Wednesday 7 
Krysztof Zanussi's “Contract” at the Pleasant St. 
Theater, Nton through April 13. 
°Jerzy SkolimowskisThe Shout” at7 and9 pmat 
the Pleasant St. Theater until April 12. 
Thursday 8 
©Dance Bongo by Errol Hill Part of the Third 
World Theater Series. Hampden Theater, South- 
west, UMass. 8 pm. Info: 545-3604. 
©Women’s Media Project 7-10 WMUA 91.1 FM. 
Margaret Edmondson on cello at the Iron Horse 
Coffee House, 20 Center St, N'ton 584-0610. 
°Women’'s Therapy Group beginning for women 
who's mothers were victimized. Info: 584-0107. 
Joanna Colrain M. Ed See Announcement. 
©Nice Jewish Girls: Jewish Lesbian Feminist Per- 
spectives on identity, pride, and anti-semitism 
7:30 Morse Auditorium, Boston U. 602 Com- 
monwealth Ave. Adrienne Rich, Evelyn Torton 
Beck, Gloria Z. Greenfield, Irene Klepfisz, Josylyn 
C. Segal, Melanie Kaye, Savina Teubal 
®The World Peace March (which began months 
ago in Japan) is arriving in Northampton at the 
Bridge St. School 2:30 pm. Women and Life on 
Earth Mother's Day Marchers will welcome them, 
by walking with them to Pulaski Park for a brief 
rally with singing, chanting, skits, puppets and a 
welcoming talk by Marion Van Arsdale. For Info. 
call American Friends: 584-8975. Potluck at5:30-6 
and a womer’s cultural event from 7-10 at Thornes 


~ Market 3rd floor. Wheelchair accessible. 


Friday 9 

®Ancient Cross-Cultural Images of Woman and 
the Goddesses. Slide show by Diana Davies, M.A. 
9 pm after dinner at the Common Womon Club, 
Masonic St N’ton$3 more or less. Reservations for 
dinner: 584-2925. 

®Dance Bongo. See April 8. 

®Lynne Meryl Jazz Quartet at the Iron Horse 
Coffee House, 20 Center St, Nton 584-0610. 

Saturday 10 

®Pioneer Valley War Tax Resisters are sponsoring 
a tax resistance walk between N’ton and Green- 
field for education, encouragement and support. 
11 am at Pulaski Park Info: 586-2648 or 774-2134. 
or write PYWTR, Box 227, Greenfield, MA 01302. 
©Dance Bongo. See April 8. 

®Susie Rothfield and Eric Thompson at the Iron 
Horse Coffee House, 20 Center St, Nton. 

©A Celebration of Lesbian Survival featuring 
Katherine Wetzel, Elise: Young and Tryna Hope, 
Judith Schenck, Deborah Seidman, Erin Davis. 
Music movement-comedy-poetry-yonishort 
stories-Jewish Lesbian Theater. Recital Hall, Music 
Building Hampshire College. 8 pm $3. 

®Lynne Meryl, Vocal/Bass duet Chuck's Steak 
House, Basement of Thornes, N’ton. 9:30 pm. 

Sunday 11 
_*Lynne Meryl, Vocal/Bass duet Steeplejack’s 
: Restaurant, Sunderland. 7-10 pm. 
Tuesday 13 c 

©Western Mass. Latin American Solidarity Con 
mittee meeting 5:30 Machmer E-37. UMass. 
®Doc Iacovelli at the Iron Horse Coffee House. 20 


Center St, N'ton. 584-0610. 
“Song of the Shirt’ presented by 
Valley Independent Cinema, Plea 
sant St Theater, N’ton at 7 and 9. 
©"Song of the Shirt’ presented by 
Valley Independent Cinema, Plea- 
sant St. Theater, N'ton at 7 and 9. 
° Advertising Realities: A workshop 
by Patty McGill of the Valley Wo- 
men’s Voice. 7 pm Dukes Rm Stu- 
dent Union, UMass. 
Wednesday 14 


"The Victorian Sweetheart Pas- 
sive Love Object or Vision of Stren- 
gth?” lecture at 7:30. “Way Down 
East” film at 8:30 in Browsing Rm 
Neilson Library, Smith. 584-2700. 
°New Cinema of Brazil, Pleasant St 
Theater, N’ton Call for info. 
°Greek Cooking -- three-week course begins to- 
day. Call kiknos Bakery for information. 
Thursday 15 
©The Flaming Flapper: New Woman Ideal or Co- 
opted Consumer?” lecture at 7:30. “It” film at 8:30. 
Browsing Rm, Neilsen Library, Smith College. 
°Dance Bongo. See April 8. 
°Women’s Media Project 7-10 WMUA 91.1 fm 
Craft sale and flea market at Northampton 
Nursing Home. 10-5. 773 Bridge Rd, N’ton 
°Deadline. Valley Women’s Voice announce- 
ments, calendar items, advertising and editorial 
deadline. Box 392, N’ton, MA. 01060 584-2479. 
®°New Cinema of Brazil Pleasant St Theater, 
Nton Call for info about movie of the day. 
Friday 16 
Alive! with June Millington and her band 
featuring Mary Watkins, Linda Tillery, Bernice 
Brooks and Joy Julks. 8 pm at Chapin Auditorium, 
Mt Holyoke College, So. Hadley, MA. Wheelchair 
Accessible, Childcare by reservation (by April 12). 
Info: 584-2637. 


a 


©Desert and Beverages at the Common Womon 
after Alive! Reservations: 584-2925. 

©Dance Bongo. See April 8. 

Lesbian Couples: A weekend-long workshop by 
Karla Jay and Mgt Desmond at the Rowe Con- 
ference Center through April 18. Call (413) 339- 
4216 for info. 

©The Arms Race -- A debate. Daniel Ellsberg v. W. 
Scott Thompson. 8 pm Johnson Chapel, Amherst 
College. Info: Sarah 584-6406. 

Craft sale and flea market at Northampton 
Nursing Home. 773 Bridge Rd, N’ton. 


Saturday 17 


©Pioneer Valley People’s Gay Alliance dance for 
Lesbians, gay men, and their friends from9-1 amat 
the Present Stage Loft, 19 Hawley St, Northamp- 
ton. $2. No smoking, alcohol. info: 586-5979. 
©Benefit concert for Amnesty International at the 
Unitarian Church in N’ton at8 pm Folksinger and 
guitarist Judy Polan, David Reck (classical music of 
South India) and Tim Moran and Tony Vacca 
(jazz). $3 in advance, $4 at the door. 

©Dance Bongo. See April 8. 

©”Dance and Meditation: The Way of the Heart” 
talk by Barbara Dilhey. Call 586-6850. 
©Christian Conscience in the Nuclear Age. 12th 
annual N.E. Catholic Fellowship Conference. 
Springfield College 

©New Cinema of Brazil, Pleasant St Theater. Call 
early for info about movie of the day. 

Lynne Meryl, Vocal/Bass duet, Chuck's Steak 
House, Basement of Thornes, N’ton. 9:30-12:30 
Sunday 18 
International Week at UMass begins. For a 
schedule of events call Dian Mandle at the Foreign 

Students Office. 545-2843 or 545-3875, 
©Women’s Dance at Hangar One, Rt 9. Hadley. 9 
pm. Info: 253-2280. 

Tuesday 20 
Western Mass. Latin American Solidarity Com- 
mittee meeting 5:30 at Machmar E-37 UMass. 
®Our Mothers, Ourselves ~ a ten-week therapy 
group for women begins tonite from 7-9. Call Lynn 
at 586-6471. See Announcement. 
°Women in Song--a recital by women students 
and faculty. Alumnae House, Smith College. 8 pm 
Info: 584-2700. 
° Aesthetic Layout A workshop by Toby Scher- 
merhorn of the Valley Women’s Voice. 7 pm 
Duke's Room, Student Union, UMass. 
°New Cinema of Brazil, Plesant St Theater, N’ton. 


April 1982 


June Millington (above) and her band featuring Mary 
Watkins, Linda Tillery (center page), Bernice Brooks and 
Joy Julks will join Alive! See April 16. 


Call Early for info about movie of the day. 
Animation by Norman McLaren presented by 
Valley Independent Cinema at The Pleasant St 
Theater, N’ton. at 8 and 9 pm 
Wednosday 21 

©National Prayer Service in Chicago, which will 
complete Campus Ministry Women’s campaign to 
pass the ERA in Illinois. For info call Rev. Donna 
Schaper, 155 Woodside Ave. Amherst, 253-5055. 
©Caryl Pweiss: folk recording artist at the Iron 
Horse Coffee House, 20 Center St, Nton. 584- 


0610. Thursday 22 
Barbara Smith and Elly Bulkin: A dialogue on 
feminist critism The politics of literature, lesbian 
writing, Third World Womer’s writing, sexuality, 
race, class, gender. Wheelchair accessible. Signing 
for the deaf community and childcare available by 
calling 545-0883 by April 21.4 pm UMass Campus 
Center rm 163. Info: Adena Gilbert 253-3991, 
Women’s Media Project 7-10 WMUA 91.1 fm. 
. Saturday 24 
°Artemis, Wilderness Tours for Women:Ban- 
delier National Monument Weekend Hike to wel 
come the return of warm weather, $65. PO Box 
3193 Taos, N.M. 87571. 
°Bougainvillea— Women’s Jazz from Boston at the 
Iron Horse Coffee House, 20 Center St, Nton 
°Racism in the Women’s Community — Workshop 
by Angela Giudice. 586-8436 or 545-0290. 
©Natural Body Care Workshop in N’ton by Lor- 
raine Lipani. (413) 665-7577. 
©Lynne Meryl Vocal/Bass Duet, Chuck's Steak 
House, Basement Thomes Mkt N’ton. 9:30 pm. 
Sunduy 25 
°Pamela Westcott reading from her new novel “In 
Progress”. Also readings from poets Helena Kend- 
ler and Marea Gordett. Jones Library, Amherst 
2:30. free. 
©Barbara Smith and Patricia Bell Scott, editors of 
“Allthe Womenare White, All the Blacks are Men, 
But Some of Us Are Brave” will be discussing the 
experience and achievement of Black Women at 
New Words, 186 Hampshire St, Cambridge, MA 
617 876-5310. 2-5 pm 
Monday 26 
©New French Film Festival Pleasant St Theater, 
Nton. Afternoons. 


Tuesday 27 
©Western Mass. Latin American Solidarity Com 
mittee meeting 5:30 in Machmer E-37. UMass. 
©New French Film Festival, Pleasant St Theater, 
Non. Afternoons 
Wednesday 28 
©Chanterelle ~ Bi-lingual duo (two women from 
Quebec) at the Iron Horse Coffee House, 20 
Center St ‘N’ton 584-0610. 
©New French Film Festival, Pleasant St Theater, 
N'ton. Thursday 29 
©Womenr’s Media Project 7-10 WMUA 91.1 fm. 
©Pro-Choice benefit at the Iron Horse Coffee 
House with Julie Dobrow and friends. 20 Center 
St, N’ton 584-0610. 
Live Theater in Pleasant St Theater's Little 
Theater. 8:30 pm “Hopscotch” by Myrna Lamb, 
“Manhole” Dana Persky, Directed by Tanyss Rhea 
Martula, and Patricia Mew. Cali for Info. 
°New French Film Festival, Pleasant St. Theater. 
Friday 30 
°"The Politics of Childbirth’ lecture by Judy 
Norsigian, Co-founder of the Boston Women’s 
Health Book Collective. 12-1:30 pm Hampshire 
College, Cole Science Rm. 202. 
Paper Angels’ by Genny Lim. Part of the third 
world Theater Series Bowker Auditorium, 
UMass. 8 pm. 545-3604. 
©Live Theater in the Little Theater. See April 29. 
©New French Film Festival Pleasant St Theater. 
May'l 
®Live Theater in the Little Theater. See April 29. 
®New French Film Festival, Pleasant St Theater. 
May 2 
Mimi Farina at the Iron Horse Coffee House 20 
Center St, N’ton 584-0610. 
Student Composers performing at Sage Hall, 
Smith College. 8 pm Info: 584-2700. 
®Student Composers performing at Sage Hall, 
Smith College. 8 pm Info: 584-2700. 
°Live Theater in the Little Theater. See April 29. 
May 7 
°Bitter Herbs and Dynamite -- Deborah Seidman, 
Kore Sapphire, Rivka Lillian Poetry by a three- 
woman collective. Thornes Marketplace, 3rd floor. 
7:45 pm. Wheelchair accessible, childcare by re 
quest Info: 584-1488, $2.50-$5. (more or less) 
Benefit for AMES (El Salvador Women’s Assoc) 
See Lesbian page. 


